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HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 
 
The department has developed a well-rounded curriculum that meets or exceeds current state 
standards whether through Key Assignments and text, or the use of packaged curriculums 
selected on the basis of their rigor and UC a-g course approval.   The curriculum supports 
Expected Schoolwide Learning Results and intends to intellectually challenge students.  Each 
grade level integrates writing with literature, with increasing complexity as the student 
progresses through their courses. Students will work towards mastering the California State 
English-Language Arts Content Standards.  Student understanding of the standards will be 
measured by teachers, working collaboratively, to consider a multifaceted view of what 
constitutes an understanding of concepts.   
 
Course goals/objectives: 
Upon completion of courses, students will, with an increasing depth of understanding and 
maturity throughout the program, be able to: 

• Interpret and analyze materials with supporting facts and data 
• Evaluate by providing personal dimensions to ideas and events 
• Explain by developing critical thinking skills 
• Demonstrate writing competency in various formats 
• Deliver speeches and presentations in various contexts 

            •  Enhance reading comprehension, fluency, and enjoyment 
•  Develop social and verbal language skills 

 
Reading 
The department selects novels that support the writing curriculum.  The selections represent a 
wide range of writing styles, diverse backgrounds and historical contexts.  The selections often 
complement concurrent social studies curriculum. The High School reading lists of short stories, 
plays, novels and non-fiction books are compiled from the California State Department of 
Education, Oakland Unified School District, and Piedmont Unified School District required and 
recommended high school reading lists.  We have attempted to offer a variety of literature 
options for each assignment and stand behind the quality of these literature selections and the 
importance of the topics they address. However, we understand that some parents may find some 
of the recommended literature inappropriate for their students.  Please review the selections 
carefully before making a decision on which to assign.  In the event that none of the options are 
suitable an alternative selection of equal rigor may be used.  The English lead teacher must 
approve any substitutions to the literature.  Parents/guardians are encouraged, whenever possible, 
to join their student in reading assigned texts in order to optimize discussion and implementation 
of any assignments. 
  
Independent reading 
All students will independently read a minimum number of books each year.  Assessments for 
these books may vary according to the discretion of the teacher.  Independent reading fosters a 
love of reading and presents individualized challenges for students. Regular reading of other 
materials such as newspapers, magazines, or journals is strongly recommended.   
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Suggested assessments:  Since independent reading is based on the individual choices of the 
student, the assessments should reflect that individuality, and also provide an opportunity for 
expression through multiple project-based formats.  Assignments are a collaboration between 
student and IS teacher and subject to approval by IS teacher. Students are encouraged to present 
their assignment providing a synopsis of the story, characters, why the student chose the book, 
student’s final thoughts about the book, and their project. 

Assignments representing some aspect of the book may include: 
 Diorama 
 Collage or poster 
 Film poster or advertisement 
 Music tract, or composition  
 Painting, drawing, sculpture, photography 
 Re-enactment of a scene, or play based on book 
 Video production 

Character analysis or portrayal 
Character journal or diary 
Other creative assignment agreed upon by student and IS teacher 

  
Writing 
Students are required to produce a variety of writing genres.  These might include journals, 
literary responses, formal essays or creative assignments as well as business documents and 
editorial pieces in accordance with the California State Standards.  Assignments support a 
developmental approach to writing progressing students toward a deeper and more complex 
analysis.  For example, an evaluative essay presents a personal opinion, and then a persuasive 
essay convinces the reader of the validity of that opinion.  
Additionally, teachers may assign complementary work to help students engage with the texts 
such as response journals, visual presentations, performance, creative projects, field trips, current 
event/editorial readings, or a culminating project.   
 
Students are expected to understand and use Standard Written English conventions in their 
written and oral assignments.   
 
Submission of written work: 
 -    All written work is to be submitted in blue or black ink only. 

- Essays: 
1. Each student will do a first draft followed by consultation and grading by the 

teacher or IS teacher. 
2. The student will then edit the essay and submit a second draft.  The second draft 

may be the final submission or it may need additional editing. This process is to 
continue until the student and teacher are satisfied that the essay is worthy of 
submission for evaluation.  

3. All final essays are to be typed in MLA (Modern Language Association) format. 
4. The final essay, together with all drafts, will be submitted and the final essay will 

be graded. The IS teacher or a colleague of the teacher will complete the 
assessment.  School approved guidelines for grading, commonly called rubrics, 
will be followed by the IS teachers in the grading of student writing assignments.  
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Monthly Work Samples 
Along with reviewing all assignments completed within the month, the IS teacher will collect 
TWO work samples.  
 Expectations: 
       Assignment is:  
  -neat and legible 
  -dated within the learning period 
  -contains student’s full name 

-shows all questions and answers (do not turn in a list of answers)                        
-corrected (if possible) with score at the top of the page 

 
Methods of Assessment 
A variety of assessment tools may be used.  Written work, as described above, will be corrected 
in collaboration between the student, teacher, and parent.  Final papers will be graded by the IS 
teachers.  Assessment tools include but are not limited to:  

• Periodic review of work by the independent study teacher 
• Portfolio assessments 
• Parent facilitator/IS teacher observation 
• Graded assignments 
• Written examinations 
• Research projects 
• Oral presentation/performance assessments including use of cameras and recorders 
• Standardized tests including STAR and NWEA 
• Criterion-based tests 
• Student journals 
• Student self-evaluation 
• Surveys and questionnaires 
• Written work, quizzes and final exams 

 
Grading Scale 
Weekly Chapter Assignments: 30% 
Chapter Review Tests: 20% 
Essays/written work: 30% 
Oral Presentation: 20% 
  
Senior Culminating Experience:  TBD 
 
Plagiarism policy 
Plagiarism-The act of appropriating the literary composition of another author, or excerpts, 
ideas, or passages therefrom, and passing the material off as one's own creation.  
                                                     --http://legal-dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/plagiarism 
 
(Please see cheating policy included in handbook) 
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IS English Honors or IS English CP Courses 
On occasion, students wish to pursue a course of study differing from the recommended FAME 
courses.   In order to ensure California State Standards are met, and appropriate academic rigor is 
maintained, FAME requires the student to submit a proposal for either an online or alternate 
packaged course of study, or a detailed syllabus of the proposed course satisfying UC A-G 
course requirements to the FAME IS administration for evaluation and approval no later than 30 
days before the start of the school year.  
 
Community College English courses       
Students may elect to take appropriate community college courses to satisfy high school English 
requirements.   Courses must be approved by the FAME administration and/or High School 
counselor.       
 
Advanced Placement 
Students wishing to take Advanced Placement English courses must take an approved online 
course with full instructor support.  The courses must be designated “AP” with the intent of 
preparing the student for the end of year advanced placement exam.             
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Types of essays: 
 
Analytical essay- explores the deeper meaning of a subject usually referring to the analysis or 
interpretation of a text or piece of literature.  Rather than explain what the text is about, and analytical 
essay discusses what the text means or explores the way in which the text is written.  The text may 
explore a theme or ways in which the author uses literary devices to convey that theme. 
 
Autobiographical incident- use specific sensory details to describe a significant moment in the writer’s 
life and then explain the significance of that event or moment. 
 
Cause and effect essays-are concerned with why things happen (causes) and what happens as a result 
(effects). Cause and effect is a common method of organizing and discussing ideas. 
 
Comparison or contrast essay- discusses the similarities or differences of subjects. Which are more 
significant, the similarities or the differences? Plan to discuss the less significant first, followed by the 
more significant. It is much easier to discuss only the similarities or only the differences, but both can be 
done. 
 
 Description- a setting description makes specific locations vivid and alive by using figurative language 
and sensory details.  Rather than tell, it uses observation to show and help the reader experience the 
location for him/herself.  
 
Evaluative essay -makes a judgment about the worth of a subject.  The most familiar evaluative essays are 
book or film reviews.  It is a personalize version of a persuasive essay. 

Expository essay- explains, or to acquaint your reader with a body of knowledge. By explaining a topic to 
the reader, you are demonstrating your own knowledge. For example, if you are asked to write an essay 
about taming dragons, you decide what you plan to concentrate on, create a paragraph structure, and 
describe the process step by step.  

Persuasive essay -also known as the argument essay, utilizes logic and reason to show that one idea is 
more legitimate than another idea. It attempts to persuade a reader to adopt a certain point of view or to 
take a particular action. The argument must always use sound reasoning and solid evidence by stating 
facts, giving logical reasons, using examples, and quoting experts. 
 
Reflective essay- The reflective essay begins with a moment in time and then builds upon it to reveal 
some significant aspect of human nature or the human condition.  It is an exploration of the occasion and 
the significance to the writer’s life.  The essay may reveal a new awareness or insight. 

Research essay- leads you into the works of others and asks you to compare their thoughts with your own. 
Writing a research paper involves going to source material and synthesizing what you learn from it with 
your own ideas. You must find texts on the subject and use them to support the topic you have been given 
to explore. Because it is easy to become lost in a wilderness of outside material, you must take particular 
care to narrow your topic. The greatest danger inherent in the research essay is plagiarism. If your paper 
consists of a string of quotations or paraphrases with little input of your own, you are not synthesizing but 
copying, and you should expect a low grade. If any of the borrowings are unacknowledged, you are 
plagiarizing, and the penalties are severe.  
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Essay Check List 

Yes No  I. Introduction 

  Did you write a clear thesis? Do you have a “grabber” opening? 

II. Body 
Yes  No  A. Topic One (the first reason/example why you believe the thesis) 

  Does the first topic sentence support the thesis? 

  Do you explain each example and tell why it's important? (Don't just write a list) 

  Are there enough examples, explanations, details to provide support for the first topic? 

    Do the examples and details follow a logical order? 

  Are the transition words used correctly? 

 

Yes No  B.   Topic Two (the second reason/example why you believe your thesis) 

  Did you use a transition to introduce your second topic? 

  Do you explain each example and tell why it's important? (Don't just write a list) 

  Is this second topic sentence different than the first topic sentence? 

  Are there enough examples, explanations, details to provide support for the second topic sentence? 

  Are these examples clearly different than the examples you used in your first topic? 

  Do the examples, details, explanations, (support) follow a logical order? 

  Are the transition words used correctly? 

Yes No  C.    Topic Three (The third topic is only necessary if you need to provide additional support for your thesis). 

  Did you use a transition to introduce your third support topic? 

  Do you explain each example and tell why it's important? (Don't just write a list) 

  Is your third topic sentence clearly different than your first and second topic sentences? 

  Are there enough examples, explanations, details to provide support for the third topic? 

  Are the examples clearly different than the examples you used in your first and second topic? 

  Do the examples, details, explanation follow a logical order? 

Are transition words used correctly?   
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Yes No III. Conclusion 

  Did you restate the thesis? 
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 Did you sum up your two or three topic sentences?  

 

Yes No  IV. Overall Structure 

  Does the whole essay flow in a logical order? 

  Is each paragraph related to the paragraph before it and the paragraph after it? 

  Do the introduction and conclusion match (are they discussing the same thesis and supporting ideas?)? 

Yes No V. Grammar 

  Do your subjects and verbs agree? (If the subject is plural, the verb doesn't add "s"). 

  
Do your verbs follow a logical verb tense? For example, you don't switch from present to past or past to 
present without a good reason. 

  
Do your pronouns match the nouns they are replacing? For example, students/they; Gallaudet/it; Carol/she; 
Bob/he. 

  Do you use capital letters where necessary? For example, proper nouns like English are always capitalized. 

  
Do you use the proper forms of related words? For example, success (n), successful (adj.), succeed (v), 
successfully (adv). 

  Is your spelling correct? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



ANALYTICAL ESSAY RUBRIC- 7 POINT SCALE 
 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 
THESIS 
STATEMENT 

Original idea, 
integrated thesis-
analysis of two or more 
literary techniques 

May be original, 
analysis of a 
technique or device 

Challenging 
idea, analyzes 
technique, 
introduces 
essay 

Shows some insight, 
may be less focused 

Obvious idea, 
analysis of events 
rather than meaning 

Plot summary 
rather than 
analysis 

Unclear or 
missing thesis 

EVIDENCE 
SELECTION 

Thoughtful original 
election, evidence is 
integral to analysis 

Strong choices that 
support thesis, quotes 
analyzed 

Some strong 
choices, 
quotes contain 
unnecessary 
language 

Evidence included 
but little insight or 
support 

Insufficient evidence 
to support thesis, 
unclear connections 

Lacking 
evidence from 
text to support 
thesis, quote 
support plot 
rather than 
analysis 

No evidence 

DEPTH OF 
ANALYSIS 

Sophisticated 
interpretation of text, 
exceptional sensitivity 
to author’s use of 
language, persuasively 
argues ideas, clear 
connections to thesis 

Careful reading of 
text, sensitive to 
language, strongly 
argues thesis 

Some careful 
close reading, 
analysis 
illustrates 
connection to 
thesis 

Some close reading, 
more paraphrase than 
analysis, may contain 
misreading, less 
thoughtful 

Superficial 
engagement with 
text, lets evidence 
speak for itself rather 
than interpret. Strays 
from thesis. 

Summarizes or 
paraphrases, 
undeveloped 
ideas, weak 
link to thesis 

Summarizes plot 
without analysis, 
personal opinion 
rather than 
analysis, no 
connection to 
thesis 

OVERARCHING 
ORGANIZATION 
/STRUCTURE 

Paragraphs support 
aspect of a complex 
issue, order reveals 
comprehension of 
interwoven ideas, 
skilful transitions 

Paragraph divided 
conceptually, order 
shows connections, 
smooth transitions 

Paragraphs 
show basic 
understanding 
of 
cause/effect, 
adequate 
transitions 

Breakdown is 
chronological or plot 
based, order is 
logical, simplistic 
transitions 

Attempt at order but 
confusing, some 
attempt at transitions 

No order, 
series of 
examples, 
lacking 
transitions 

Lacking 
paragraphs, no 
transitions 

INTRODUCTION Leads with clear 
understanding of the 
complexity of thesis 

Clear introduction, 
“hook” leads to 
smooth build up to 
specific 

“Hooks” 
reader from 
general to 
specific, not as 
well crafted 

General to specific, 
“hook” vague or 
cliché 

Lacking connection 
from general to 
specific, no “hook”, 
less clear connection 
to thesis 

Confusing or 
unclear 
connection to 
thesis or essay 

No connections, 
rambling, no 
thesis 

TOPIC 
SENTENCES 

Topic sentences clearly 
support thesis, connect 
to paragraph, skilful 
transitions, complex 
understanding 

Topic sentences 
clearly support thesis, 
connect to paragraph, 
smooth  transitions 

Topic sentence 
support thesis, 
introduces 
paragraph 
adequate 
transitions 

Most sentences 
analytical, less 
clearly connected 
simplistic transitions 

Topic sentences 
connected to thesis 
but align with plot 
rather than analysis, 
no transitions 

Topic 
sentences 
attempted, do 
not connect to 
paragraphs 

Lacking topic 
sentences 
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PARAGRAPGH 
STRUCTURE 

Skillful transitions, 
clincher leads to next 
paragraph, skillful 
structure: topic 
sentence, lead 
in/context, evidence, 
increasingly complex 
analysis, clincher 
sentence.  

Smooth connections, 
thoughtful clincher 

Logical 
connections, 
clear clincher 

Follows basic 
structure 

Basic structure but 
awkward, missing 
clincher 

Missing 
structure, 
difficult to 
follow 

Confusing, 
missing elements 
of basic structure 

LANGUAGE AND 
SENTENCES 

Sophisticated original 
language, 
understanding of 
connotation varied 
sentence structure 

Same as 7 Precise, varied 
and correct 
structure 

Adequate vocabulary, 
sustained control of 
sentence structure 

Basic vocabulary, 
correct but little 
variety in sentences. 
Uneven diction 
(informal) 

Basic 
vocabulary, 
little control of 
sentence 
structure, 
informal 

Limited 
vocabulary, 
limited control of 
sentences, slang 

MECHANICS AND 
FORMAT  

No errors in spelling or 
usage at grade level. 
MLA format followed 

Same as 7 Nearly free of 
errors.  Format 
followed 

A few errors, follows 
MLA format but 
contains one kind of 
mistake  

Some spelling or 
usage errors.  More 
than one kind of 
format error. 

Several errors 
interfere with 
clarity.  
Several MLA 
errors 

Numerous errors, 
incorrect or lack 
of format.  

CONCLUSION Leaves reader with 
more complex version 
of thesis 

Clear wrap up, 
addresses concept 
rather than restating 
thesis 

Clearly 
summarizes, 
some deeper 
understanding, 
may not be 
tied as closely 
to introduction 

Summarizes 
arguments, leads the 
reader out of the 
essay 

Restates the thesis, 
little connection to 
arguments 

Little 
connection to 
essay, abrupt, 
brief end 

Lacking 
summary, off 
topic 
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ANALYTICAL ESSAY RUBRIC- 8 POINT SCALE  11TH AND 12TH GRADE 

 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 
THESIS 
STATEMENT 

Idea shows 
unique insight, 
integrated as a 7, 
but involves 
more complex 
literary 
techniques and 
deeper 
understanding 

Original idea, 
integrated thesis-
analysis of two or 
more literary 
techniques 

May be original, 
analysis of a 
technique or 
device 

Challenging 
idea, 
analyzes 
technique, 
introduces 
essay 

Shows some 
insight, may be 
less focused 

Obvious idea, 
analysis of events 
rather than 
meaning 

Plot 
summary 
rather than 
analysis 

Unclear or 
missing thesis 

EVIDENCE 
SELECTION 

 Thoughtful original 
election, evidence is 
integral to analysis 

Strong choices 
that support thesis, 
quotes analyzed 

Some strong 
choices, 
quotes 
contain 
unnecessary 
language 

Evidence included 
but little insight or 
support 

Insufficient 
evidence to 
support thesis, 
unclear 
connections 

Lacking 
evidence 
from text to 
support 
thesis, quote 
support plot 
rather than 
analysis 

No evidence 

DEPTH OF 
ANALYSIS 

 Sophisticated 
interpretation of 
text, exceptional 
sensitivity to 
author’s use of 
language, 
persuasively argues 
ideas, clear 
connections to thesis 

Careful reading of 
text, sensitive to 
language, strongly 
argues thesis 

Some 
careful close 
reading, 
analysis 
illustrates 
connection 
to thesis 

Some close 
reading, more 
paraphrase than 
analysis, may 
contain 
misreading, less 
thoughtful 

Superficial 
engagement with 
text, lets evidence 
speak for itself 
rather than 
interpret. Strays 
from thesis. 

Summarizes 
or 
paraphrases, 
undeveloped 
ideas, weak 
link to thesis 

Summarizes 
plot without 
analysis, 
personal 
opinion rather 
than analysis, 
no connection 
to thesis 

OVERARCHING 
ORGANIZATION 
/STRUCTURE 

Gracefully moves 
the reader 
through the 
argument with 
elegant 
transitions, 
illustrates a deep 
understanding of 
interwoven facets 

Paragraphs support 
aspect of a complex 
issue, order reveals 
comprehension of 
interwoven ideas, 
skilful transitions 

Paragraph divided 
conceptually, 
order shows 
connections, 
smooth transitions 

Paragraphs 
show basic 
understandin
g of 
cause/effect, 
adequate 
transitions 

Breakdown is 
chronological or 
plot based, order 
is logical, 
simplistic 
transitions 

Attempt at order 
but confusing, 
some attempt at 
transitions 

No order, 
series of 
examples, 
lacking 
transitions 

Lacking 
paragraphs, no 
transitions 
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INTRODUCTION Leads with 
sophisticated 
analysis of a thesis, 
more implicit 
understanding than 
a 7 

Leads with clear 
understanding of the 
complexity of thesis 

Clear introduction, 
“hook” leads to 
smooth build up to 
specific 

“Hooks” 
reader from 
general to 
specific, not 
as well 
crafted 

General to 
specific, “hook” 
vague or cliché 

Lacking 
connection from 
general to specific, 
no “hook”, less 
clear connection 
to thesis 

Confusing or 
unclear 
connection 
to thesis or 
essay 

No 
connections, 
rambling, no 
thesis 

PARAGRAPGH 
STRUCTURE 

 Skillful transitions, 
clincher leads to 
next paragraph, 
skillful structure: 
topic sentence, lead 
in/context, evidence, 
increasingly 
complex analysis, 
clincher sentence.  

Smooth 
connections, 
thoughtful clincher 

Logical 
connections, 
clear 
clincher 

Follows basic 
structure 

Basic structure but 
awkward, missing 
clincher 

Missing 
structure, 
difficult to 
follow 

Confusing, 
missing 
elements of 
basic structure 

LANGUAGE 
AND 
SENTENCES 

 Sophisticated 
original language, 
understanding of 
connotation varied 
sentence structure 

Same as 7 Precise, 
varied and 
correct 
structure 

Adequate 
vocabulary, 
sustained control 
of sentence 
structure 

Basic vocabulary, 
correct but little 
variety in 
sentences. Uneven 
diction (informal) 

Basic 
vocabulary, 
little control 
of sentence 
structure, 
informal 

Limited 
vocabulary, 
limited control 
of sentences, 
slang 

MECHANICS 
AND FORMAT  

 No errors in spelling 
or usage at grade 
level. MLA format 
followed 

Same as 7 Nearly free 
of errors.  
Format 
followed 

A few errors, 
follows MLA 
format but 
contains one kind 
of mistake  

Some spelling or 
usage errors.  
More than one 
kind of format 
error. 

Several 
errors 
interfere 
with clarity.  
Several 
MLA errors 

Numerous 
errors, 
incorrect or 
lack of format.  

CONCLUSION Leads reader into a 
new 
“enlightenment” that 
is a sophisticated 
extension of the 
paper.  

Leaves reader with 
more complex 
version of thesis 

Clear wrap up, 
addresses concept 
rather than 
restating thesis 

Clearly 
summarizes, 
some deeper 
understandin
g, may not 
be tied as 
closely to 
introduction 

Summarizes 
arguments, leads 
the reader out of 
the essay 

Restates the thesis, 
little connection to 
arguments 

Little 
connection 
to essay, 
abrupt, brief 
end 

Lacking 
summary, off 
topic 
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AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL INCIDENT RUBRIC 
 

 5 4 3 2 1 
OPENING Creative, attention 

catching 
Hooks reader, but 
less creative 

Attempted a hook 
but less attention 
catching 

Awkward opening No attempt to 
hook 

FOCUS Clear and specific 
on a precise, well-
chosen moment 

Clear and specific 
but less focused 

Specific incident 
but focus shifts 

Reference to 
incident but may 
be lost among 
others 

Unclear what 
incident is 

CHARACTER 
DESCRIPTION (self 
and others) 

Well developed 
inner and outer 
characteristics-show 
not tell 

Clear 
characteristics but 
less showing 

Some inner and 
outer 
characteristics 

Little character 
description 

Little or no 
attempt 

REFLECTION Fresh, original, 
honest and 
exceptionally 
thoughtful 

Honest and serious 
but lacks 
connections 

Intelligent but 
predictable 

Reflection is brief, 
unfocused, tacked 
on 

No reflection 

LANGUAGE/ 
SENTENCE 
CONSTRUCTION 

Sophisticated, 
original language 
with sense of 
connotation, varied 
sentence structure 

Precise, varied, 
correct sentence 
structure 

Adequate 
vocabulary, 
sustained control 
of sentences 

Basic vocabulary, 
lacks precision, 
little control of 
sentence structure 

Limited 
vocabulary, slang, 
limited control of 
sentence structure 

MECHANICS/ 
FORMATTING 

No errors in spelling 
or usage at grade 
level.  MLA 
followed perfectly 

Nearly free of 
errors. 

   

TOPIC SENTENCES Topic sentences 
clearly support 
thesis, connect to 
paragraph, skilful 
transitions, 
complex 
understanding 

Topic sentences 
clearly support 
thesis, connect to 
paragraph, smooth  
transitions 

Topic sentence 
support thesis, 
introduces 
paragraph adequate 
transitions 

Topic sentences 
attempted, do not 
connect to 
paragraphs 

Lacking topic 
sentences 
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CHARACTER DESCRIPTION RUBRIC 

 

 5 4 3 2 1 
OPENING Creative, attention 

catching 
Hooks reader, less 
creative 

Attempted a hook, but 
less attention catching 

Clear, but 
formulaic 

No attempt 

MOVEMENT Engaging movement, 
seamless buildup and 
resolution 

Less engaging, 
some build up 

Attempted movement 
but less developed 

Meandering, 
unclear 

Rambling 

LANGUAGE AND 
SENTENCES 

Sophisticated with 
connotation, varied 
sentence structure 

Precise, varied 
correct 

Adequate vocabulary, 
less precision 

Basic 
vocabulary, 
little sentence 
variety 

Limited vocabulary 
and simple sentence 
structure 

MECHANICS No errors, 
MLA format used 

Nearly free of 
errors 
MLA format used 

A few errors, errors in 
MLA format 

several spelling 
and usage errors 
many MLA 
format errors 

Numerous errors, 
may obscure 
meaning, 
No use of MLA 

FOCUS/CONTEXT Clear and specific 
Well chosen scene/ 
details reveal character 

Clear and specific 
but less indicative 
of character 

Set in context but focus 
shifts, does not clearly 
reveal character 

Some reference 
to context but 
not indicative of 
character 

No specific context 

SENSORY DETAILS 
ACTION/POWER 
VERBS 

Creative and effective 
details, vivid and 
descriptive 
Effective verb choice 

Strong sensory 
details but less 
imaginative. Verbs 
may be creative but 
awkward 

Present but may be 
misplaced or 
overblown. Verbs 
attempted but cliché or 
simplistic. 

Little 
descriptive 
language, tells 
not shows. Few 
action verbs. 

No attempt. 

CHARACTERISTICS Well developed inner 
and outer characteristics 

Clear inner and 
outer characteristics 

Some inner and outer 
characteristics, less 
developed 

Little 
description, 
surface 
characteristics 

Little or no attempt.  
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COMPARISON AND CONTRAST RUBRIC 

 4 3 2 1 
Purpose & Supporting 

Details 
The paper compares and 

contrasts items clearly. The 
paper points to specific 

examples to illustrate the 
comparison. The paper 

includes only the 
information relevant to the 

comparison. 

The paper compares and 
contrasts items clearly, but 
the supporting information 

is general. The paper 
includes only the 

information relevant to the 
comparison. 

The paper compares and 
contrasts items clearly, but 
the supporting information 
is incomplete. The paper 
may include information 
that is not relevant to the 

comparison 

The paper compares or 
contrasts, but does not 

include both. There is no 
supporting information or 

support is incomplete. 

Organization & Structure The paper breaks the 
information into whole-to-

whole, similarities -to-
differences, or point-by-

point structure. It follows a 
consistent order when 

discussing the comparison. 

The paper breaks the 
information into whole-to-

whole, similarities -to-
differences, or point-by-

point structure but does not 
follow a consistent order 

when discussing the 
comparison. 

The paper breaks the 
information into whole-to-

whole, similarities -to-
differences, or point-by-
point structure, but some 

information is in the wrong 
section. Some details are 

not in a logical or expected 
order, and this distracts the 

reader. 

Many details are not in a 
logical or expected order. 

There is little sense that the 
writing is organized. 

Transitions The paper moves smoothly 
from one idea to the next. 

The paper uses comparison 
and contrast transition 

words to show 
relationships between 

ideas. The paper uses a 
variety of sentence 

structures and transitions. 

The paper moves from one 
idea to the next, but there 
is little variety. The paper 
uses comparison and 
contrast transition words to 
show relationships 
between ideas.  

Some transitions work 
well; but connections 

between other ideas are 
fuzzy. 

The transitions between 
ideas are unclear or 

nonexistent. 

Grammar & Spelling 
Conventions 

Writer makes no errors in 
grammar or spelling that 

distract the reader from the 
content.  MLA format used 

without mistake. 

Writer makes 1-2 errors in 
grammar or spelling that 

distract the reader from the 
content. MLA format may 

contain one mistake. 

Writer makes 3-4 errors in 
grammar or spelling that 

distract the reader from the 
content. MLA format may 

contain some errors. 

Writer makes more than 4 
errors in grammar or 

spelling that distract the 
reader from the content. 
MLA format missing or 

has several errors. 
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Rubric for the Historical Fiction Essay-  Self-Evaluation 

Criteria 5 4 3 2 1 N 

Ideas and Content My paper brings the 
time & place my 
character lived 
alive; vividly 
describes her/his 
experiences and 
values; refers to 
relevant, historically 
accurate details. 

My paper reveals 
the time and place 
my character lived; 
describes a day in 
her/his life; most or 
all details are 
historically accurate.

The time & place 
my character lived 
is clear, but his/her 
experiences are 
more like a list than 
a letter or diary 
entry; some details 
may be historically 
inaccurate.

I tell the reader 
when and where my 
story is set but make 
no attempt to 
include historically 
accurate facts or 
details. 

The setting of my 
story is murky, and 
the characters’ 
experiences and/or 
values are often 
historically 
inaccurate. 

I didn’t write 
enough to judge 
my own ideas 
and content. 

Organization My letter/diary has a 
strong lead, a 
developed middle, 
and a satisfying 
ending, all in an 
order that makes 
sense, flows, and 
hangs together. 

I have either a 
strong lead, 
developed middle or 
satisfying ending 
but not all three. 

I have a beginning, 
middle and end in 
logical order but 
without flair. 

My organization is 
rough but workable. 
My writing may 
drag its feet then 
race ahead; my 
ending may stop 
suddenly. 

My writing is 
aimless and 
disorganized; it is 
probably confusing 
to a reader. 

I didn’t write 
enough to judge. 

Paragraphs I indent the 
beginnings of all 
paragraphs & have 
one topic per 
paragraph. I wrote at 
least 5 paragraphs.

I indent the 
beginnings of all 
paragraphs, have 
one topic/paragraph, 
and I wrote 5 
paragraphs.

Some of my 
paragraphs are too 
long, too short, or 
not indented. I wrote 
at least 5 
paragraphs.

I have several 
problems with 
paragraphs and/or I 
wrote less than 5 
paragraphs. 

I use incorrect 
paragraph format 
and/or I wrote less 
than 5 paragraphs. 

I didn’t write 
enough to judge. 

Voice 
and 

Tone  

I use 1st person. My 
voice sounds like a 
real person. My 
paper has 
personality & shows 
how my character 
thinks and feels.  

I sound like I care 
about the topic. My 
writing voice is 
engaging but may 
fade in and out.  

My tone is OK but 
my paper could 
have been written 
by anyone. I need to 
reveal more about 
how I think and feel 
about the topic.

My writing is bland, 
mechanical or 
pretentious. It 
sounds like I have 
not found my own 
way to say things. I 
used 2nd or 3rd 

My writing is too 
formal or 
inappropriately 
informal. There may 
be no hints of a real 
person in it. It may 
sound like I don’t 

I didn’t write 
enough to judge 
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person. like the topic.

Word choice The words I use are 
striking but natural, 
e.g., "wondered" 
instead of "thought." 
I use powerful verbs 
& historically 
accurate words, 
phrases and slang 
from the period. 

My paper has some 
fine word choices 
and generally good 
language. Some 
parts may be 
routine. 

The words I use are 
acceptable but 
ordinary. I should 
try to use more 
expressive words. 

My word choice is 
uninspired, colorless 
and dull, or sounds 
like I am trying too 
hard to impress. 
Some words may be 
used incorrectly. 

The same words are 
repeated over and 
over and over and 
over. Some words 
may be confusing to 
a reader. 

I had better get 
busy.... 

Sentence Fluency My sentences are 
clear; they begin in 
different ways; 
some are longer 
than others; no 
fragments; my paper 
is a delight to read 
out loud. 

My sentences are 
mostly well-
constructed, some 
minor errors. My 
essay marches along 
but doesn’t dance. 

I have a few 
problems with 
fragments or 
awkward sentences 
that I should fix.  

My sentences are 
often awkward or 
mechanical; little 
variety in length; 
may have many 
sentences that begin 
with the same word. 

My paper is tough to 
read because almost 
all of my sentences 
are incomplete, run-
ons, and/or 
awkward. 

I didn’t write 
enough to judge. 

Conventions I use the correct 
grammar, capitals, 
spelling, and 
punctuation. MLA 
format is without 
error. 

I made some errors, 
perhaps by taking 
risks and using 
interesting words or 
sentences. MLA 
format may have 
one error. 

My spelling is 
correct on common 
words. Some errors 
in grammar and 
punctuation. I need 
to check it again. 
MLA format has 
some errors.

Frequent errors are 
distracting but do 
not interfere with 
the meaning of my 
paper. 
MLA format has 
many errors. 

Many errors in 
grammar, 
capitalization, 
spelling & 
punctuation make 
my paper hard to 
read. MLA format 
has several errors.

I didn’t write 
enough to judge. 
 No format.  

 
 http://www.pz.harvard.edu/Research/RubricsSelfHF.htm 
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PERSUASIVE ESSAY RUBRIC 
 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 
THESIS 
STATEMENT 

Original idea 
powerfully phrased 
position 

May be original idea 
and analysis, 
engaging phrasing 

Challenging 
idea introduces 
essay, well 
phrased 

Shows some 
insight, may be 
less focused 

Obvious or 
predictable 
idea, less 
powerful 
stance 

Simplistic 
position, lacks 
strength 

Unclear or 
missing thesis 

EVIDENCE 
SELECTION 

Thoughtful, original 
selection of evidence, 
engages audience, 
variety of well 
founded sources 

Strong choices 
support thesis and 
analysis variety of 
credible sources 

Some strong, 
some weaker 
choices, 
variety of 
sources 

Evidence 
included but 
provides little 
insight/support, 
some variety of 
sources 

Insufficient 
evidence to 
support thesis, 
little variety in 
sources 

Evidence is 
unfounded, 
unconnected to 
thesis, 
inappropriate 
or relies solely 
on personal 
opinion 

No evidence, 
wholly 
subjective 

ANALYSIS OF 
EVIDENCE 

Sophisticated 
appreciation of the 
complexity of issue, 
persuasively argues 
from a perceptive 
position, variety of 
engaging audience 
strategies 

Recognizes 
complexity of issue, 
perceptive position, 
variety of audience 
appropriate strategies 

Systematically 
defines and 
defends 
position, 
variety of 
strategies 

Clear 
understanding 
and 
argumentation 
but less 
convincing, 
forced 
connection to 
thesis or tacked 
on may contain 
logical fallacies 

Superficial 
understanding 
of issue, draws 
conclusions 
without 
evidence, 
strays from 
thesis 

Subjective 
comprehension 
summarizes or 
paraphrases, 
weak link to 
thesis 

Lacking 
comprehension 
of issue, 
analysis and 
maybe 
unconnected to 
thesis 

ANTICIPATING 
COUNTER 
ARGUMENTS 

Accommodates valid 
arguments, skillfully 
refutes invalid 
arguments 

Accommodates and 
refutes arguments 

Acknowledges 
and address 
counter 
arguments 

Acknowledges 
addresses but 
does not refute 
arguments 

Acknowledges 
counter 
arguments 

Fails to 
acknowledge 
counter 
arguments 

Fails to 
acknowledge 
counter 
arguments 

ORGANIZATION 
AND 
PARAGRAPH 
STRUCTURE 

Skillful 
connections/transitions 
paragraphs move 
argument forward, 
order of paragraphs 
reveals understanding 
of the issue and 
connection of ideas 

Smooth 
connection/transitions 
help build argument 
order of the 
paragraph shows  

logical 
connections, 
paragraph 
reveal basic 
understanding 
of connection 
between 
arguments  

Some 
connections 
between 
paragraphs, 
ordered but no 
complex 
thinking 

Follows basic 
structures, 
attempt to 
arrange but 
order may be 
confusing 

Missing 
elements of 
paragraph 
structure, 
difficult to 
follow 
arguments, 
lacking 
transitions 

Confusing 
structure, no 
transitions 
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INTRODUCTION Leads in with clear 
understanding of the 
complexity of issue 
 
 
 
 
 

Clear introduction, 
hook leads to thesis 

Hooks and 
orients reader 

Position relies 
on clichés or 
generalizations 

Lacking build 
up of 
argument, no 
hook 

Confusing or 
unclear 
position or 
connection to 
thesis 

No connections 
to position or 
thesis, missing 
thesis 

CONCLUSION Leaves reader with 
more complex version 
of thesis, inspires 
audience to adopt 
writer’s position 

Clear wrap up, 
addresses concept 
rather than restating 
thesis, convinces 
audience 

Clearly 
summarizes, 
some deeper 
understanding, 
may not be 
tied as closely 
to introduction. 
Encourages 
audience to 
adopt position 

Summarizes 
arguments, 
leads the reader 
out of the 
essay, reminds 
audience of 
issue 

Restates the 
thesis, little 
connection to 
arguments, 
leave audience 
unclear about 
issue or 
argument 

Little 
connection to 
essay, abrupt, 
brief end 

Lacking 
summary, off 
topic 

TOPIC 
SENTENCES 

Each topic sentence 
clearly support thesis, 
introduces/connects 
paragraph skilful 
transitions 

Each topic sentence 
clearly support thesis, 
introduces paragraph, 
smooth transitions 

Each topic 
sentence 
supports thesis, 
introduces 
paragraph, 
adequate 
transitions 

Most topic 
sentences 
support but are 
less connected. 
Some or 
simplistic 
transitions 

Topic 
sentences 
connect but 
state evidence 
rather than 
analyze 

Topic 
sentences do 
not clearly 
support thesis, 
no not connect 
paragraphs 

Lacking topic 
sentences 

LANGUAGE 
AND SENTENCE 
CONSTRUCTION 

Sophisticated original 
language, 
understanding of 
connotation varied 
sentence structure 

Same as 7 Precise, varied 
and correct 
structure 

Adequate 
vocabulary, 
sustained 
control of 
sentence 
structure 

Basic 
vocabulary, 
correct but 
little variety in 
sentences. 
Uneven diction 
(informal) 

Basic 
vocabulary, 
little control of 
sentence 
structure, 
informal 

Limited 
vocabulary, 
limited control 
of sentences, 
slang 

MECHANICS 
AND 
FORMATTING 

No errors in spelling 
or usage at grade 
level. MLA format 
followed 

Same as 7 Nearly free of 
errors.  Format 
followed 

A few errors, 
follows MLA 
format but 
contains one 
kind of mistake 

Some spelling 
or usage 
errors.  More 
than one kind 
of format 
error. 

Several errors 
interfere with 
clarity.  Several 
MLA errors 

Numerous 
errors, 
incorrect or 
lack of format.  
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Persuasive Essay Rubric- self evaluation 

Criteria 4 3 2 1 

The claim I make a claim and explain 
why it is controversial.

I make a claim but don't explain 
why it is controversial.

My claim is buried, confused 
and/or unclear.

I don't say what my argument 
or claim is.

Reasons in 
support of the 
claim 

I give clear and accurate 
reasons in support of my 
claim. 

I give reasons in support of my 
claim but I may overlook important 
reasons. 

I give 1 or 2 weak reasons that 
don't support my claim and/or 
irrelevant or confusing reasons. 

I do not give convincing 
reasons in support of my claim. 

Reasons against 
the claim 

I discuss the reasons against 
my claim and explain why it 
is valid anyway. 

I discuss the reasons against my 
claim but leave some reasons out 
and/or don't explain why the claim 
still stands.

I say that there are reasons 
against the claim but I don't 
discuss them. 

I do not acknowledge or discuss 
the reasons against the claim. 

Organization My writing has a compelling 
opening, an informative 
middle and a satisfying 
conclusion. 

My writing has a beginning, middle 
and end. It marches along but 
doesn't dance. 

My writing is organized but 
sometimes gets off topic. 

My writing is aimless and 
disorganized. 

Voice and tone It sounds like I care about my 
argument. I show how I think 
and feel about it. 

My tone is OK but my paper could 
have been written by anyone. I 
need to tell more about how I think 
and feel.

My writing is bland or 
pretentious. There is either no 
hint of a real person in it or it 
sounds like I'm a fake.

My writing is too formal or too 
informal. It sounds like I don't 
like the topic of the essay. 

Word choice The words I use are striking 
but natural, varied and vivid. 

I make routine word choices. The words I use are often dull or 
uninspired or sound like I am 
trying too hard to impress. 

I use the same words over and 
over and over and over. Some 
words may be confusing to a 
reader.

Sentence fluency My sentences are clear, 
complete, and of varying 
lengths. 

I have well-constructed sentences. My sentences are sometimes 
awkward, and/or contain run-
ons and fragments.

Many run-ons, fragments and 
awkward phrasings make my 
essay hard to read.

Conventions I use correct grammar, 
spelling, and punctuation. 

I generally use correct conventions. 
I have a couple of errors I should 
fix.

I have enough errors in my 
essay to distract a reader. 

Numerous errors make my 
paper hard to read. 

Heidi Goodrich Andrade, Project Zero http://www.pz.harvard.edu/Research/RubricsSelfPE.htm 



PRESENTATION RUBRIC 
 
 

 

 5 4 3 2 1 
CONTENT Organized, 

demonstrates 
clear 
understanding 
of topic, 
controlled 
information 
incorporating 
useful terms 

Organized,  
good 
understanding 
of topic, 
controlled 
and concise 
use of terms 

Somewhat 
organized,  
Adequate but 
lacks 
precision, 
may be 
overblown or 
contain unsay 
information 

Lacks precision 
Limited control 
or organization 
of information  

Disorganized 
difficult to 
understand 
what topic is 

PRESENTATION Clearly 
presented for 
audience 
comprehension, 
makes eye 
contact with 
audience 
members, 
variation in 
tone and 
volume, pacing 
is effective 

Clearly 
presented but 
may have  
minor 
hesitation in 
eye contact 
with audience 
members, 
voice carries 
to all 
members of 
audience 

Somewhat 
coherent, 
basic 
presentation 
may lack 
precision or 
be flat and 
informal 

Basic 
information 
given with little 
regard for 
audience, may 
be informal, 
Comprehension, 
pacing is flat 

Only a small 
part of 
audience can 
hear, speaker 
may mumble 
or read from 
notes in 
monotone 

LANGUAGE Sophisticated, 
precise formal 
language, 
varied 
vocabulary and 
spoken 
language 
conventions 

Formal 
language, 
Good use of 
vocabulary, 
adheres to 
conventions 
of spoken 
language  

Adequate 
vocabulary 
Language and 
use of spoken 
language 
conventions 

Basic language 
and vocabulary. 
Some informal 
expression. 

Limited 
vocabulary.  
Informal or 
use of slang 

VISUALS Clearly 
demonstrates 
topic with vivid 
well-chosen 
images 
professionally 
presented 

Clearly 
demonstrates 
topic in 
professional 
presentation 

Adequate 
demonstration 
of topic. 
Images 
adequately 
presented. 

Images may be 
obscure or 
remotely 
related. 
Unprofessional 
appearing, 
sloppy 
presentation. 

Few or no 
images 
related to 
topic.  
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RESEARCH PAPER RUBRIC     
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 4 3 2 1 
Introduction / 
Thesis 

-exceptional introduction that grabs 
interest of reader and states 
background information, 
controversial question, topic, thesis, 
and all subtopics in proper order  
- thesis is exceptionally clear, 
arguable, well developed, and a 
definitive statement 

-proficient introduction that 
states background 
information, controversial 
question, topic, thesis, and all 
subtopics in proper order 
- thesis is a clear and arguable 
statement of position 

-adequate introduction that 
states topic , thesis  and some of 
the subtopics  
- thesis is somewhat clear and 
arguable 

-weak introduction of topic, thesis & 
subtopics  
-thesis is weak and lacks an arguable 
position 

Quality of 
Information / 
Evidence 

-paper is exceptionally  researched, 
extremely detailed and historically 
accurate with critical evidence from a 
wide variety of sources that is all 
properly cited 

-paper is well researched in 
detail with  accurate & 
critical evidence from a 
variety of sources that is 
properly cited 

-some aspects of paper is 
researched with some accurate 
evidence from limited sources 
with some citations 

-limited information on topic with 
lack of research, details or historically  
accurate evidence 

Support of 
Ideas / 
Analysis 

-exceptionally critical, relevant and 
consistent connections made between 
arguments, evidence, subtopics, & 
thesis / topic  showing excellent 
analysis 

-consistent connections made 
between evidence, subtopics, 
arguments & thesis / topic 
showing good analysis 

-some connections made 
between evidence, subtopics, 
arguments & thesis / topic 
showing   analysis 

-limited connections made between 
evidence, subtopics, 
counterarguments & thesis / topic  
-lack of analysis 

Organization / 
Development 
of Ideas 

-exceptionally clear, logical, mature, 
and thorough  development of 
subtopics that support thesis with 
excellent transition b/w paragraphs 

-clear and logical subtopic 
order that supports thesis with 
good transitions b/w 
paragraphs 

-somewhat clear and logical 
development of subtopics with 
adequate transitions b/w 
paragraphs 
 

-paper lacks clear and logical 
development of ideas with weak 
transition b/w ideas and paragraphs 

Conclusion  -excellent summary of topic (with no 
new information), thesis & all 
subtopics in proper order with 
concluding ideas that leave an impact 
on reader  

-good summary of topic, 
thesis and all subtopics with 
clear concluding ideas  

-adequate summary of topic, 
thesis and some subtopics with 
some final concluding ideas 

-lack of summary of topic, thesis & 
subtopics with weak concluding ideas 

Language 
Conventions 

-paper is very concise, clear, with 
consistently proper grammar, spelling 
and paragraphing 

-paper is clear, with mostly  
proper grammar, spelling and 
paragraphing 

-paper has some errors in 
grammar, spelling and 
paragraphing 

- inconsistent grammar, spelling and 
paragraphing throughout paper 

Footnotes 
  

-proper detailed format always used 
consistently & correctly to validate 
evidence in paper 

-consistent & correct format 
inserted to validate evidence 

- sometimes inconsistent use of 
footnotes with limited details  

-inconsistent use of footnotes with 
limited details and improper format 

Works Cited -proper, detailed MLA format always 
used in alphabetical order with all 
sources shown and a wide variety of 
sources  (5+) 

-mostly  proper MLA format 
used  in alphabetical order 
with all sources shown and a 
variety of sources (5+) 

-some errors in MLA format  
with most sources shown and a 
variety of sources from 5 
sources 

-lack of proper format and limited 
details with many sources missing or 
incomplete 
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SETTING DESCRIPTION RUBRIC 
 
 5 4 3 2 1 
FOCUS Clear and specific, 

focused on a well chosen 
scene 

Setting is specific but less 
focused 

Set in one location  but 
focus shifts 

Reference to s setting but 
lost in overall description 

Unclear what setting is 

PERSPECTIVE Setting comes to life as 
central character 

Setting described in third 
person, not as vivid 

Tells s troy about the 
setting rather than making 
the setting come to life 

Some description, more a 
story than description 

Not well described 

SENSORY 
DETAIL/ 
FIGURATIVE 
LANGIAGE 

Creative and effective 
choices, vivid and original 
description, elements of 
setting come to life 

Strong sensory detail, 
appeals to senses 

Attempted but may be 
cliché, appeals to some 
sense 

Little descriptive language, 
tells rather than shows 

Not present 

OPENING Creative, attention 
catching, connected 

Hooks reader but less 
creative 

Attempted hook, less 
attention catching 

Attempted but simplistic or 
cliché 

No attempt 

LANGUAGE 
AND SENTENCE 
CONSTRUCTION 

Sophisticated and varied 
shows understanding of 
connotation, varied 
sentence structure 

Precise, varied, strong 
vocabulary 

Adequate vocabulary, 
control of sentence 
structure 

Basic vocabulary that lacks 
precision, little control of 
sentence structure, informal 
language 

Limited vocabulary, 
slang, limited structure 

MECHANICS 
AND FORMAT 

No errors in spelling or 
usage.  Perfect MLA 
format 

Few errors. Some errors Several errors. Numerous errors 
obscure meaning.  No 
Format 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 





MLA Formatting and Style Guide 

Summary: MLA (Modern Language Association) style is most commonly used to write papers 
and cite sources within the liberal arts and humanities. This resource, updated to reflect the MLA 
Handbook for Writers of Research Papers (6th ed.) and the MLA Style Manual and Guide to 
Scholarly Publishing (2nd ed.), offers examples for the general format of MLA research papers, 
in-text citations, endnotes/footnotes, and the Works Cited page. Please use the example at the 
bottom of this page to cite the Purdue OWL in MLA. 

1. General Format 

MLA style specifies guidelines for formatting manuscripts and using the English language in 
writing. MLA style also provides writers with a system for referencing their sources through 
parenthetical citation in their essays and Works Cited pages. 

Writers who properly use MLA also build their credibility by demonstrating accountability to 
their source material. Most importantly, the use of MLA style can protect writers from 
accusations of plagiarism, which is the purposeful or accidental uncredited use of source material 
by other writers. 

If you are asked to use MLA format, be sure to consult the MLA Handbook for Writers of 
Research Papers (6th edition). Publishing scholars and graduate students should also consult the 
MLA Style Manual and Guide to Scholarly Publishing (2nd edition). The MLA Handbook is 
available in most writing labs and reference libraries; it is also widely available in bookstores, 
libraries, and at the MLA web site. See the Additional Resources section of this handout for a list 
of helpful books and sites about using MLA style. 

Paper Format 

The preparation of papers and manuscripts in MLA style is covered in chapter four of the MLA 
Handbook, and chapter four of the MLA Style Manual. Below are some basic guidelines for 
formatting a paper in MLA style. 

General Guidelines 

• Type your paper on a computer and print it out on standard, white 8.5 x 11-inch paper,  
• Double-space the text of your paper, and use a legible font like Times New Roman or 

Courier. The font size should be 10-12 pt.  (12 pt is standard)  
• Leave only one space after periods or other punctuation marks (unless otherwise 

instructed by your instructor).  
• Set the margins of your document to 1 inch on all sides. Indent the first line of a 

paragraph one half-inch (five spaces or press tab once) from the left margin.  
• Create a header that numbers all pages consecutively in the upper right-hand corner, one-

half inch from the top and flush with the right margin. (Note: Your instructor may ask 
that you omit the number on your first page. Always follow your instructor's 
guidelines.)  
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• Use either italics or underlining throughout your essay for the titles of longer works and, 
only when absolutely necessary, providing emphasis.  

• If you have any endnotes, include them on a separate page before your Works Cited page. 

Formatting the First Page of Your Paper 

• Do not make a title page for your paper unless specifically requested.  (Not required 
in most schools- deemed wasteful)  

• In the upper left-hand corner of the first page, list your name, your instructor's name, the 
course, and the date. Again, be sure to use double-spaced text.  

• Double space again and center the title. Don't underline your title or put it in quotation 
marks; write the title in Title Case, not in all capital letters.  

• Use quotation marks and underlining or italics when referring to other works in your title, 
just as you would in your text, e.g.,  

o Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas as Morality Play  
o Human Weariness in "After Apple Picking" 

• Double space between the title and the first line of the text.  
• Create a header in the upper right-hand corner that includes your last name, followed by a 

space with a page number; number all pages consecutively with Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3, 
4, etc.), one-half inch from the top and flush with the right margin. (Note: Your 
instructor or other readers may ask that you omit last name/page number header on 
your first page. Always follow their guidelines.) 

 
 
 
 
 
SAMPLE PAGE FOLLOWS:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This resource was written by Jennifer Liethen Kunka and Joe Barbato; additional revision by Dave Neyhart and Erin E. Karper. 
Additional material by Kristen Seas.. 
Last full revision by Karl Stolley and Kristen Seas. 
Last edited by Allen Brizee on February 6th 2008 at 1:18PM 
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Leo Tolstoy      ↑(½ inch)              Tolstoy 1 
 
Ms. Smith 
 
9th Grade English 
 
1 January 2008 
 
    Using MLA Format 

The essay starts here.  There are many words that follow. Do not make a title page for 

your paper unless specifically requested. In the upper left-hand corner of the first page, list your 

name, your instructor's name, the course, and the date. Again, be sure to use double-spaced text.  

Double space again and center the title. Don't underline your title or put it in quotation marks; 

write the title in Title Case, not in all capital letters.  

Indent the second paragraph.  Use quotation marks and underlining or italics when 

referring to other works in your title, just as you would in your text, e.g., Fear and Loathing in 

Las Vegas as morality play.  Human weariness in "After Apple Picking." 

Indent the third paragraph. Double space between the title and the first line of the text.  

Create a header in the upper right-hand corner that includes your last name, followed by a space 

with a page number; number all pages consecutively with Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3, 4, etc.), one-

half inch from the top and flush with the right margin. (Note: Your instructor or other readers 

may ask that you omit last name/page number header on your first page. Always follow their 

guidelines.)   
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MLA WORKS CITED 
Basic Rules 

• Begin your Works Cited page on a separate page at the end of your research paper. It 
should have the same one-inch margins and last name, page number header as the rest of 
your paper.  

• Label the page Works Cited (do not underline the words Works Cited or put them in 
quotation marks) and center the words Works Cited at the top of the page.  

• Double space all citations, but do not skip spaces between entries.  
• List page numbers of sources efficiently, when needed. If you refer to a journal article 

that appeared on pages 225 through 250, list the page numbers on your Works Cited page 
as 225-50.  

• If you're citing an article or a publication that was originally issued in print form but that 
you retrieved from an online database, you should provide enough information so that the 
reader can locate the article either in its original print form or retrieve it from the online 
database (if they have access). 

Capitalization and Punctuation 

• Capitalize each word in the titles of articles, books, etc, but do not capitalize articles, 
short prepositions, or conjunctions unless one is the first word of the title or subtitle: 
Gone with the Wind, The Art of War, There Is Nothing Left to Lose  

• Use italics or underlining for titles of larger works (books, magazines) and quotation 
marks for titles of shorter works (poems, articles) 
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SAMPLE WORKS CITED PAGE 
 

Works Cited 
 
"Business Coalition for Climate Action Doubles." Environmental Defense. 8 May 2007.                                       
 

Environmental Defense Organization. 24 May 2007  
 
<http://www.environmentaldefense.org/article.cfm?ContentID=5828>. 

 
Clinton, Bill. Interview. New York Times on the Web. May 2007. 25 May 2007                                         
 

<http://video.on.nytimes.com/>. Keyword: Climate. 
 
Dean, Cornelia. "Executive on a Mission: Saving the Planet." New York Times on the   
 

Web 22 May 2007. 25 May 2007  
 
<http://www.nytimes.com/2007/05/22/science/earth/22ander.html>. (do not break-up web 
address) 

 
Ebert, Robert. "An Inconvenient Truth." Rev. of An Inconvenient Truth, dir. Davis  
 

Guggenheim. rogerebert.com. 2 June 2006. 24 May 2007  
 
<http://rogerebert.suntimes.com>. 

 
Global Warming. 2007. Cooler Heads Coalition. 24 May 2007  
 

<http://www.globalwarming.org/>. 
 
Gowdy, John. "Avoiding Self-organized Extinction: Toward a Co-evolutionary  
 

Economics of Sustainability." International Journal of Sustainable Development  
 
and World Ecology 14.1 (2007): 27-36. 

 
An Inconvenient Truth. Dir. Davis Guggenheim. Perf. Al Gore. Lawrence Bender, 2006. 
 
Leroux, Marcel. Global Warming: Myth Or Reality?: The Erring Ways of Climatology.  
 

New York: Springer, 2005. 
 
Milken, Michael, Gary Becker, Myron Scholes, and Daniel Kahneman. "On Global  
 

Warming and Financial Imbalances." New Perspectives Quarterly 23.4 (2006): 63. 
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Nordhaus, William D. "After Kyoto: Alternative Mechanisms to Control Global  
 

Warming." American Economic Review 96.2 (2006): 31-34. 
 
---. "Global Warming Economics." Science 9 Nov. 2001: 1283-84. 24 May 2007. 
↑  (indicates same author as above) 
Shulte, Bret. "Putting a Price on Pollution; Climate change laws seem inevitable, but their  

 
economic impact is unknown." US News & World Report 14 May 2007.  24 May 2007. 

 
Uzawa, Hirofumi. Economic Theory and Global Warming. Cambridge: Cambridge UP, 2003. 
 
Legal Information 
Copyright ©1995-2008 by The Writing Lab & The OWL at Purdue and Purdue University. All rights reserved. This material may not be 
published, reproduced, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed without permission. Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our terms and 
conditions of fair use. 
 
 
 
HELPFUL WEBSITES: 
The following websites are free of charge.  There are a myriad of other websites, some free, 
some subscription.   

 
How to Write an Essay:10 Easy Steps                                     
http://www.aucegypt.edu/academic/writers/home.htm 
Very straightforward in plain English- probably designed for College Freshpeople but readable 
for middle to high school.   
 
How to Write an Essay                     http://howtowriteanessay.com/index.html 
Straightforward, well-organized, step by step through process  
 
Persuasive Essays                    http://www.writefix.com/argument/fivesteps.htm 
Step by step process for persuasive essays. 
 
Modern Language Association                     http://www.mla.org  
Their website.  
 
Purdue University On-line Writing Lab                  http://owl.english.purdue.edu         
Excellent resource for all things writing related.  Grammar exercises are simple, easy to follow, 
lay out of rules and examples followed by on-line exercises.  Great tool.  Section on MLA 
format.  You can even e-mail questions about writing although they do not offer a 
comprehensive essay editing service.                                     
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                                                   Course Description  

         Basic English 1 
                                                 Literature and Composition 

 
Course Description: 
Basic English I is an introductory course in the study of literature with a focus on writing. 
Emphasis should be on helping students approach literature and writing at a pace appropriate to 
their abilities.  Curriculum for this course is designed for students who are reading 1 or more 
years below grade level and/or have English as their second language.  Students will read a 
variety of literature and write in response to the literature. Students will learn about the writing 
process in order to foster confidence in developing a written voice, use of mechanics and 
enhanced vocabulary. This course will cover traditional grammar usage, study skills, library 
research, and oral communication. Basic English I is a one- year course, 5 credits each semester 
will be awarded with a passing grade. 
 
Curriculum: 
-Recommended for students 1-2 years below grade level as determined by STAR or NWEA test 
results. 

The following are packaged curriculums: 
North Dakota Independent Study (web or print) 

• Developmental English (grammar& usage) H EN 1011.  
• Literature for Reluctant Readers, tool skills, H EN 1021 

University Nebraska Lincoln 
• Basic Grammar ENGH 001 055 
• Intermediate Grammar ENGH 002 055 
• Effective Reader Skills ENGH 005 056 
• Basic Expository Writing ENGH 023 002 

Starline Press 
Apex 
       • English Fundamentals 

 
-Recommended for Students more than 2 years below grade level as determined by STAR or 
NWEA test results or, 

-Students who are in a grade recovery situation 
-Students whose needs may require specific plan put in place as agreed upon collectively 
by parent, IS teacher and administration. 

AGS- Basic English Grammar And/or Basic English Composition  
AGS Exploring Literature  
The corresponding AGS workbooks and answer keys must be ordered along with 
the textbook.     
Literature guides corresponding to assigned novels.  
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Key Assignments: 
 
Students using a packaged curriculum will follow the course syllabus included with the course. 
Courses are intended to cover an entire year.  The Independent Study Teacher (IST) may modify 
the assignments as deemed necessary in his/her professional judgment. 
1) Students using the AGS materials will complete the following per chapter, ensuring that the 
entire text is completed within a school year: 

Section Review Questions as assigned by the IST 
Chapter Review Tests per chapter 
Corresponding Workbook pages as assigned by the IST 
Basic Grammar and composition assignments as directed by the IST 

 
2) Each student, regardless of curriculum being used, will select four novels per year from the 
attached list.  The student will complete the novel (2 per semester) and prepare a 3-5 page essay 
that summarizes the elements of the novel.  The paper will identify the plot, main characters, 
setting, and the major themes of the book. 
 
3) Every student, regardless of curriculum, will present a 3-5 minute oral presentation on the 
novel.  The student will prepare an outline summarizing the elements of the novel along with 
their personal reaction to the story.  The student should discuss why the novel was selected, what 
he/she liked and disliked about the novel and what the student learned from the reading.  The 
outline will be turned in after the presentation is complete. 
 
Recommended Reading List 
Title Lexile level 
* To Kill a Mockingbird 870 
* I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings 1070 
* Of Mice and Men 630 
* Esperanza Rising N/a 
* The Giver  760 
The Sign of the Beaver 770 
The Witch of Blackbird Pond 850 
Ella Enchanted 670 
Sing Down the Moon 820 
Where the Flame Trees Bloom 1030 
Call It Courage 830 
Shiloh 890 
My Side of the Mountain N/a 
Number the Stars 670 
Lyddie 860 
Mama’s Bank Account 820 
Hatchet 1020 
Stone Fox 850 
Parrot in the Oven 1000 
 
* Strongly recommended 
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4) Every student, regardless of curriculum, will complete the following basic writing 
assignments during the year in connection with assigned reading as determined by the IST.  The 
assignments will be graded using the Basic novel summary rubric, and/or other rubrics included 
in the manual. 
 -Narrative 
 -Biographical or autobiographical narrative 
 -Short story using sensory details 
 -Character sketch 
 -Descriptive setting 

-Business letter 
-Research paper 

 
Basic Novel Summary Scoring Rubric 
 
The following 9-point Rubric will be utilized when grading Basic student summaries. 
 
The 8-9 Point Summary: A grade 
-contains a clear, detailed summary of the plot and characters 
-supports the summary with substantial, relevant information about characters, settings  
-uses in-text citations from the book  
-in-depth understanding of the complexity of the themes 
-may contain minor grammatical, spelling and punctuation errors 
 
The 5-7 Point Essay: B/C grade 
-contains a clear summary with limited details 
-supports the summary with limited information using some in-text citations 
-exhibits limited understanding of themes; may deal with only one aspect in some  
  depth, or with many elements in a general way 
-may contain grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors that do not detract from the   
  overall summary 
 
The 2-4 Point Essay: C/D grade 
-contains a weak, vague, summary with few details 
-has minimal or irrelevant supporting information 
-ignores thematic complexity; may deal with one area in a general or superficial way 
-may contain major errors 
 
The 0-1 Point Essay: F grade 
-gives an incompetent response 
-may paraphrase other material 
-show little or no understanding of the novel or themes 
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Basic English I Key Assignment checklist 
 

 Assignment Date/Learning Period Completed 
Narrative paragraph/essay  
Biographical or autobiographical narrative  
Short story using sensory details  
Character sketch  
Descriptive setting  
Business letter  
Research paper  
Novel/reading #1 
         Essay                     � 
         Presentation          � 

 

Novel/reading #2 
         Essay                     � 
         Presentation           � 

 

Novel/reading #3 
         Essay                    � 
         Presentation          � 

 

Novel/reading #4 
         Essay                    � 
         Presentation          � 

 

Independent reading #1  
Independent reading #2  
Independent reading #3  
Independent reading #4  
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    Course Description  
             English I 

                                                 Literature and Composition 
 

Course Description: 
This is a 9th grade literature and composition course.  Students will read writing from a wide 
variety of literature traditions including short story, non-fiction, drama, poetry, and novels, and 
will analyze recurrent patterns and themes in historically or culturally significant works.  
Students will learn all phases of the writing process in order to foster confidence in developing a 
written voice and an understanding of various types of essays.   In conjunction with literature 
analysis and essay writing, grammar and vocabulary will be taught.  Emphasis will be on the 
parts of speech, sentence structure, capitalization, punctuation, and writing style. Oral 
communication skills will also be emphasized. English 1 is a one- year course, 5 credits each 
semester will be awarded with a passing grade. 
 
Suggested Curriculum: 
 
Student, in conjunction with the IS teacher, may choose from either a packaged curriculum 
(online), or from the required text and additional key assignments option. 
 
Online course option 
These are packaged curricula. Students are expected to follow the course syllabus and complete 
the course over the duration of a school year.  Any online/packaged course must include online 
teacher support. 
 

•   NDIS, Language and Composition H EN1031P (print) or H EN1031W (online) AND 
Freshman Literature, H EN 1171P (print) or H EN1171W (online) 
• University Nebraska-Lincoln I.S.H.S., 9th Grade Eng,  #Eng 031 and 032 
• National University Virtual High School English 9 AB 
• Apex Learning:  Introduction to Literature and Composition Core 
 

Text and key assignment option 
Approved text to be used in conjunction with key assignments and completed over the course of 
a school year (see attached pacing guide). Students will be expected to develop and present work 
samples described under the key assignments section as well as those required in the 
textbook/curriculum used.  Students will work independently through the text as a primary 
resource.   
Prentice Hall  
Literature: Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes  Gold TBD 
Writing and Grammar Gold TBD 
Vocabulary TBD 
 
Instructional Methods and/or Strategies: 
Students will be expected to develop and present work samples described under the key 
assignments section as well as those required in the textbook/curriculum used.  Students will 
work independently through the text as a primary resource. 
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Suggested Performance Expectations For English 1: 
Students should be expected to complete on a weekly basis the equivalent to: 

• Vocabulary, 10-20 words a week- part of speech, origin, spelling and definition. 
• Grammar lesson- as they apply to student’s needs. 
• Reading- assigned material 5- 20 pages a day, depending on appropriate level 
• In addition, students should be reading independently from a variety of      

            media, both age and classroom appropriate. 
      •   Read 3 additional independent novel selections. 
Writing: 
Free writing is invaluable to students and helps develop thought, voice and skill without the 
pressure and constraints of formalized essays; therefore, students are encouraged to write in a 
journal 3-5 times a week on a variety of topics.  Topics may include response to quotes, literary 
passages, poems, current events, thought-provoking questions.  
 
Formal writing- complete 3-5 formal essays a semester.  

 
Key Assignments: 
In addition to text chapter readings and assignments, students will complete the following:  
I. Short Story     
 A. Major Topics    
  1. Plot.   
  2. Character.    
  3. Point of View.   
  4. Setting.    
  5. Theme.   

B. Instructional Objectives 
Students will be able to:    
  1. Understand and apply literary terms to 
selected readings.    
  2. Build a reading vocabulary.    
  3. Read and comprehend short stories by 
learning to identify with a character, 
      predicting, making inferences about 
characters, and drawing conclusions.    
  4. Summarize readings.    
 

Key Assignment:         
The student will read two teacher-assigned short stories from the text.  Upon completion of the 
readings the student will discuss the stories with their IS teacher and write a 3-5 page essay, 
following the directions that describes the major theme of each story, and analyzes how the 
stories were similar and how they were different.  (Compare and contrast essay-use 
compare/contrast rubric).   

 
II. Novel 

  A. Major Topics    
    1. Fiction.    
    2. Plot.    
    3. Conflict.    
    4. Characterization.    
    5. Setting.    
    6. Point of View.    
    7. Theme.    

  B. Instructional Objectives    
Students will be able to: 
    1. Apply literary terms to a novel.    
    2. Summarize the plot of novel.    
    3. Understand the theme(s) of a novel.    
    4. Evaluate and respond to the literature 
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    8. Symbol. 
 
 
Key Assignment: 
Each student, regardless of curriculum being used, will select three novels or auto/biographies 
per year from the attached list.  The student will engage in a discussion about the reading with 
their IS teacher. The discussion will summarize, analyze, and describe the main characters and 
elements of the story.  Upon completion of the reading assignment and discussion, each student 
will write a 3-5 page essay, following directions, that identifies and describes the major 
characters, describes the plot, while analyzing important themes in the book. (analytical essay-
use analytical 7 point essay scoring rubric)  

 
Readings will be selected from the following list: 

 
 Lexile Level 
* Bless Me, Ultima (Anaya)                   840 L 
* Lord of the Flies  (Golding) 770L
* Of Mice and Men (Steinbeck) 630L
* To Kill a Mockingbird (Lee) 870L

   *  I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings (Angelou) 1070L
* Farewell To Manzanar ( Wakatsuki-Houston) 1040 L

   A Gathering of Flowers (ed. Thomas) 890L
A Lesson Before Dying (Gaines) 750L
Am I Blue? (Bauer) 760L

   Animal Farm (Orwell) 1170L
Barrio Boy (Galarza) 1140L
Bean Trees (Kingsolver) 900L
Best Stories of Jack London (London) 900-1150L
Cannery Row (Steinbeck) 930L
Fallen Angels (Meyers) 650L
Fast Food Nation (Schlooser) 1240L
House on Mango Street (Cisneros) 870L
Illiad (Homer) 1330L
Inland Whale (Kroeber) 1170L
Martian Chronicles (Bradbury) 740L
Mythology (Hamilton) 1040L
Odyssey (Homer) 1050L
Old Man and the Sea   (Hemingway) 940 L
Parable of the Sower (Butler) 710L
Parrot in the Oven (Martinez) 1000L
Picture Bride (Uchida) 970L
Shadow of the Dragon (Garland) 840L
Thousand Pieces of Gold (McCunn) 940L
Unsettling America: An Anthology of Contemporary 
Multicultural Poetry (ed: Gillan) 

NP

Witch of Goingsnake and Other Stories (Conley) 
The Yearling       (Rawlings)  750 L

* Strongly recommended 
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Every student will present a 3-5 minute oral presentation on the novel.  Using procedures 
provided in the textbook, the student will prepare an outline summarizing the elements of the 
novel along with their personal reaction to the story.  The student should discuss why the novel 
was selected, what he/she liked and disliked about the novel and what the student learned from 
the reading.  The outline will be turned in after the presentation is complete. (presentation rubric)  
 
III. Non-Fiction  

   A. Major Topics:    
    1. Autobiography/Biography.    
    2. Essays.    
    3. Speeches.    
    4. Editorials.    
    5. Articles.  
 

B. Instructional Objectives 
  Students will be able to:    
    1. Read, understand and critique essays 
and non-fiction works by identifying the 
 author’s attitude, finding the main idea and 
supporting points, using visuals as keys 
to meaning, determining the author’s 
purpose. 
    2. Develop a reading vocabulary.     
    3. Summarize readings.    
    4. Apply literary terms to selected 
readings.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Assignment: 
1. The student will complete and present a research paper according to instructions contained in 
the textbook or composition text.  The student will discuss a suitable topic with the teacher, and 
develop a clear research question.  The student will synthesize information from multiple 
sources, integrate citations into the written text, and use MLA format to document sources.  The 
student will publish the document using suitable technology and develop a presentation.  
(research paper rubric/presentation rubric) 
 
2. After studying a unit on editorial writing in the textbook, the student will read editorials from 
three sources.  The sources are to include a popular newspaper, (such as the San Francisco 
Chronicle, New York Times, or Wall Street Journal) and a journal, (such as an academic, 
political, or religious publication).  The editorials are to focus on similar topics or subjects.  The 
student will discuss the three articles and then develop an essay similar in length as to those 
selected, following the directions above.  In this assignment students are to write their own 
editorial on the same topic, using the style of an editorial writer in which they state the problem, 
establish the rationale for their opinions, support opinions with facts and provide coherent 
conclusions. (Evaluative/Persuasive rubric) 
 Suggested editorial topics: 
  Environmental issues 
  Foreign Affairs 
  National politics 
  Economic issues 

Media 
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IV. Drama    
 
 A. Major Topics    
   1. Characters.    
   2. Staging.    
   3. Dialogue.    
   4. Blank Verse. 
   5. Soliloquy, Aside, and Monologue. 
   6. Dramatic Irony. 
   7. Tragedy. 
 

B. Instructional Objectives  
Student will be able to:    
   1. Understand and respond to literary 
elements.    
   2. Understand and apply literary terms 
such as: protagonist, antagonist, dramatic 
foil,  conflict, theme and apply them to 
selected readings.   
   3. Develop a reading vocabulary.  
   4. Read, evaluate, and comprehend a play 
by using the text as an aid, paraphrasing, 
 identifying cause and effect and making 
predictions.  
   5. Summarize readings.   

 
Key Assignment: 
 Students will consult their textbook unit on dramatic conventions. The student will read a full 
length play either from their text or the following list. Upon completion of the reading of the 
play, each student will write a 500-700 word essay, following the directions above, that 
demonstrates an understanding of literal and figurative language as used in the play.  In addition 
the student will describe the vocabulary and tone used in the play to address the audience for 
whom the play was originally intended and how it reflects the social and political structures of 
the time, or suitable essay prompt as assigned.  (Analytical 7 point rubric)  
           
Readings will be selected from the following: 
     
Romeo and Juliet   William Shakespeare 
Midsummer Night’s Dream William Shakespeare 
Miracle Worker William Gibson 
 Our Town   Thornton Wilder 
Zoot Suit    Luis Valdez 
 
 In addition, using their textbook as a primary resource for instruction, and following directions 
for submission of written work, the student will complete the following writing assignments of 
approx. 500-700 words: 

• Autobiographical incident narrative- uses sensory details to describe a pivotal moment 
in the writer’s life and reflects upon the significance of that incident.  
• A formal business letter 

Additionally: 
• Character sketch- Creates a character using vivid and original descriptions and                                        
figurative language. 
AND 
• Setting description –A setting description makes a specific location vivid and alive by 
using figurative language and sensory details. 
    OR 
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•A creative short story incorporating the character sketch and descriptive setting 
requirements 

  
English I Key Assignment checklist  
 
 

 

Assignment Date/Learning Period Completed 
Short story (compare/contrast essay)  
Editorial (Evaluative /persuasive)  
Play (Analytical )  
Biographical or autobiographical narrative   
Character sketch  
Descriptive setting  
OR short story using sensory details or character 
and description 

 

Business letter  
Research paper 
Paper                                � 
Presentation                     � 

 

Novel/reading #1 
         Essay                     � 
         Presentation          � 

 

Novel/reading #2 
         Essay                     � 
         Presentation           � 

 

Novel/reading #3 
         Essay                    � 
         Presentation          � 

 

Independent reading #1  
Independent reading #2  
Independent reading #3  
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Course Description 
English I-College Prep 

Literature and Composition 
 

Course Description: 
This is a  9th grade literature and composition course.  Students will read from a wide variety of 
literature traditions including short story, non-fiction, drama, poetry, and novels, and will 
analyze recurrent patterns and themes in historically or culturally significant works.  Students 
will complete a variety of writing assignments that will continue to develop their skills in 
narrative, expository, persuasive, and descriptive essays.  Students will gain skills necessary for 
competent writing by focusing on the mechanics of language and vocabulary development and 
critical reading and writing.  They will respond orally to the literature in all genres and will 
complete an end-of-the-year presentation that summarizes their work. 
 
Suggested curriculum: 
Student, in conjunction with the IS teacher, may choose from either a packaged curriculum 
(online) , or from the required text and additional key assignments option. These course are 
UC A-G approved. 
 
Approved packaged curricula/online option 
 Students are expected to follow the course syllabus and complete the course over the duration of 
a school year.  Any online/packaged course must include online teacher support. 

 
• National University Virtual High School English 9 AB 
• Apex Learning: Introduction to Literature and Composition 

 
Text and key assignments option 
Approved text to be used in conjunction with key assignments and completed over the course of 
a school year (see attached pacing guide). Students will be expected to develop and present work 
samples described under the key assignments section as well as those required in the 
textbook/curriculum used.  Students will work independently through the text as a primary 
resource.   
Prentice Hall  
Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes, Gold Level, Prentice-Hall 
 
Writing About Literature by Edgar Roberts, Prentice Hall 
 
Vocabulary from Classical Roots by Norma Fifer and Nancy Flowers  
 
Grammar TBD  
 
Suggested Performance Expectations For English 1-CP: 
Students should be expected to complete on a weekly basis the equivalent to: 

• Vocabulary, 10-20 words a week- part of speech, origin, spelling and definition. 
• Grammar lesson- as they apply to student’s needs.  
• Reading- assigned material 5- 20 pages a day, depending on appropriate level 
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• In addition, students should be reading independently from a variety of      
            media, both age and classroom appropriate. 
      •   Read 4 additional independent reading selections. 
 
Text/Key Assignments Course Outline 
In addition to text chapter readings and assignments, students will keep a reader response journal 
wherein the student will summarize, respond, reflect, and interpret the assigned literature.  
Sample pages will be turned in on a regular basis.  In conjunction with correlating units in the 
textbook, the students will also complete the following key assignments.  These will become a 
part of the students monthly work documentation.  
 
I. Short Story 
A. Major Topics    
  1. Plot.   
  2. Character.    
  3. Point of View.   
  4. Setting.    
  5. Theme.   

B. Instructional Objectives 
Students will be able to:    
  1. Understand and apply literary terms to 
selected readings.    
  2. Build a reading vocabulary.    
  3. Read and comprehend short stories by 
learning to identify with a character, 
      predicting, making inferences about 
characters, and drawing conclusions.    
  4. Summarize readings.    
 

  
 Key Assignment:  

The student will read two teacher-assigned short stories from the text.  Upon completion of 
the readings the student will discuss the stories with the teacher, and/or parent educator, and, 
if appropriate, with other students, in preparation for the writing of an essay.  Then each 
student will write an essay, following the directions above that describes the major theme of 
each story, and an analyzes how the stories were similar and how they were different.  The 
essay should also reflect on how the era from which the author writes influences the writing.  
The final essay is to be 600 to 1000 words in length.  (Compare/contrast rubric) 
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 II. Drama    
 
 A. Major Topics    
   1. Characters.    
   2. Staging.    
   3. Dialogue.    
   4. Blank Verse. 
   5. Soliloquy, Aside, and Monologue. 
   6. Dramatic Irony. 
   7. Tragedy. 
 

B. Instructional Objectives  
Student will be able to:    
   1. Understand and respond to literary 
elements.    
   2. Understand and apply literary terms 
such as: protagonist, antagonist, dramatic 
foil,  
       conflict, theme and apply them to 
selected readings.   
   3. Develop a reading vocabulary.  
   4. Read, evaluate, and comprehend a play 
by using the text as an aid, paraphrasing, 
       identifying cause and effect and 
making predictions.  
   5. Summarize readings.   
   6.Memorize and recite a key speech from 
the play. 

 
Key Assignment: 
 The student will read a full length play either from the text or the following list.. Discussions, as 
described in the above assignments, will take place regarding the reading. The discussion will 
include the writing style of the author, in contrast to the style found in short stories, novels, and 
biographies.  Upon completion of the reading of the play, each student will write a 700 to 
1000word essay, following the directions above, that demonstrates an understanding of literal 
and figurative language as used in the play.  In addition the student will describe the vocabulary 
and tone used in the play, using quotes,  to address the audience for whom the play was 
originally intended and how it reflects the social and political structures of the time, or suitable 
essay prompt as assigned.  (analytical 7 point scoring rubric)  
            
Reading will be selected from the following: 
    
Romeo and Juliet   William Shakespeare 
Midsummer Night’s Dream William Shakespeare 
Miracle Worker William Gibson 
 Our Town   Thornton Wilder 
Zoot Suit    Luis Valdez 
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III. Non-Fiction 
   

   A. Major Topics:    
    1. Autobiography/Biography.    
    2. Essays.    
    3. Speeches.    
    4. Editorials.    
    5. Articles.  
 

B. Instructional Objectives 
  Students will be able to:    
    1. Read, understand and critique essays 
and non-fiction works by identifying the 
 author’s attitude, finding the main idea and 
supporting points, using visuals as keys 
  to meaning, determining the author’s 
purpose. 
    2. Develop a reading vocabulary.     
    3. Summarize readings.    
    4. Apply literary terms to selected 
readings.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key assignments:  
1. The student will read a biography or autobiography either from the list or from the text.  As in 
previous assignments, the student will engage in a discussion about the assignment.  The 
discussion will consider the setting in which the subject lived, the obstacles overcome, and the 
merits of the subject’s accomplishments. Upon completion of the reading assignment and 
discussion, each student will write a 700 to 1000-word essay, following the directions above, that 
persuades the evaluator that the person who is the subject of the reading is either worthy or not 
worthy of the respect usually given to the subject of a biography. (Evaluative/persuasive rubric)  
 
Suggested readings, 
 
What Manner of Man: A Biography of 
Martin Luther King, Jr 

Lerone Bennett, Jr. 

Anne Frank: Diary of A Young Girl Anne Frank 
Geronimo: The Man, His Time, His Place Angie Debo 
All Creatures Great and Small James Herriott 
Picture Bride  Yoshiko Uchida 
I know Why the Caged Bird Sings Maya Angelou 

   
2. In conjunction with textbook unit on informational materials or editorial writing, the student 
will read editorials from three sources.  The sources are to include a popular newspaper, (such as 
the San Francisco Chronicle, New York Times, or Wall Street Journal) and a journal, (such as an 
academic, political, or religious publication).  The editorials are to focus on similar topics or 
subjects.  The student will discuss the three articles and then develop an essay similar in length 
as to those selected, following the directions above.  In this assignment students are to write their 
own editorial on the same topic, using the style of an editorial writer in which they state the 
problem, establish the rationale for their opinions, support opinions with facts and provide 
coherent conclusions. (persuasive rubric)  
Suggested editorial topics: 

Environmental issues 
  Foreign Affairs 
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  National politics 
  Economic issues 

Media 
 
3. Each Student will read a non-biographical work of nonfiction either from the list or from the 
text. The student will engage in a discussion about the writing.  The discussion will summarize 
and analyze the information that is provided.  The student will be critical about the accuracy, 
currency, scope, style, originality, and author’s ability to convince the reader.  Upon completion 
of the reading assignment and discussion, each student will write a 700 to 1000-word essay, 
following the directions above.  The essay should address some or all of the criteria mentioned in 
this paragraph and explain how it is relevant to the era in which it was written and why the 
author wrote the piece. (analytical rubric)  
 
Suggested readings include:  
   
You Can Fool All of the People All of the Time Art Buchwald 
Souls of Black Folk: Essays and Sketches W.E.B. DuBois 
New Directions Maya Angelou 
The Talk Gary Soto 
 
4. The student will complete and present a research paper following guidelines presented in 
textbook or in composition text.   The student will discuss a suitable topic with the teacher, and 
develop a clear research question.  The student will synthesize information from multiple 
sources, integrate citations into the written text, and use MLA format to document sources.  The 
student will publish the document using suitable technology and develop a presentation.  
(research paper rubric/presentation rubric)  
 
IV. Poetry 
A. Major Topics    
    1. Lyric poetry.      
    2. Narrative poetry.    
    3. Dramatic poetry.      
    4. Musical devices including: meter, 
alliteration, onomatopoeia, assonance,  
    5. Figurative language including: 
similes, lyrical metaphor, and 
personification.    
    6. Imagery. 
    7. Haiku and Sonnets.    
    8. The epic poem. 

  B. Instructional Objectives    
  Students will be able to: 
    1. Understand and apply literary terms to 
selected readings.    
    2. Identify literary elements in a poem.    
    3. Read, analyze and critique a poem by 
paraphrasing, summarizing, picturing  
        imagery, listening for poetic sounds, 
and drawing inferences about the speaker. 
 
 

 
  Key Assignment: 
Concurrent with textbook unit on poetry, students will read poems from a variety of eras and 
cultures; for example, from Greek or Roman times (such as Homer or Cicero), Middle Ages 
(English, French, German, Russian, Japanese, or other cultures), 17th and 18th century English or 
American (such as Shakespeare, Kipling, Longfellow, or Poe), and 20th and 21st century poets 
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(such as Angelou, Cummings, or Frost).  Students should be prepared to discuss concepts, such 
as comparing poems in verse to free-style poetry, contrasting poetry to music, and the 
commonality of the introduction-body-conclusion structure.  Following the directions listed 
above, students are to write an essay of 700 to 1000 words that compares and contrasts the styles, 
historical settings, and variety of purpose of the poems selected and how they are reflected of the 
style of the period in which they were written.  (compare and contrast rubric) 
 
 
V. The Novel  
  A. Major Topics    
    1. Fiction.    
    2. Plot.    
    3. Conflict.    
    4. Characterization.    
    5. Setting.    
    6. Point of View.    
    7. Theme.    
    8. Symbol. 
 
 

  B. Instructional Objectives    
Students will be able to: 
    1. Apply literary terms to a novel.    
    2. Summarize the plot of novel.    
    3. Understand the theme(s) of a novel.    
    4. Evaluate and respond to the literature. 

 
  Key Assignment: 
The student will read four novels over the course of the year.  The student will engage in a 
discussion about the reading with the teacher, and/or parent educator, and, if appropriate, with 
other students.  The discussion will summarize, analyze, and describe the main characters and 
elements of the story.  Upon completion of the reading assignment and discussion, each student 
will write a 700 to 1000-word essay, following the directions above, that identifies and describes 
the major characters, describes the plot, explains why the student liked or disliked the story, and 
analyzes important themes in the book and how those themes are influenced by the period in 
which the writer lived and wrote, or suitable essay prompt as assigned.  Appropriate literary 
terms should be used. (analytical or persuasive rubric)  

 
Novels will be selected from the following list: 

 
 Lexile Level 
* Bless Me, Ultima (Anaya)                     840 L 
* Lord of the Flies  (Golding) 770L
* Of Mice and Men (Steinbeck) 630L
* To Kill a Mockingbird (Lee) 870L

   A Gathering of Flowers (ed. Thomas) 890L
A Lesson Before Dying (Gaines) 750L
Am I Blue? (Bauer) 760L

   Animal Farm (Orwell) 1170L
Barrio Boy (Galarza) 1140L
Bean Trees (Kingsolver) 900L
Best Stories of Jack London (London) 900-1150L
Cannery Row (Steinbeck) 930L

FAME Independent Study Program       HS English                                                                                      46 



Fallen Angels (Meyers) 650L
Fast Food Nation (Schlooser) 1240L
House on Mango Street (Cisneros) 870L
Illiad (Homer) 1330L
Inland Whale (Kroeber) 1170L
Martian Chronicles (Bradbury) 740L
Mythology (Hamilton) 1040L
Odyssey (Homer) 1050L
Old Man and the Sea   (Hemingway) 940 L
Parable of the Sower (Butler) 710L
Parrot in the Oven (Martinez) 1000L
Shadow of the Dragon (Garland) 840L
Thousand Pieces of Gold (McCunn) 940L
Unsettling America: An Anthology of Contemporary 
Multicultural Poetry (ed: Gillan) 

NP

Witch of Goingsnake and Other Stories (Conley) 
The Yearling       (Rawlings)  750 L

* Strongly recommended 
  

VI. In addition, following written work submission directions, the student will complete the 
following writing assignments in conjunction with appropriate textbook units of approx. 700 
words minimum: 

• Autobiographical incident narrative- uses sensory details to describe a pivotal moment 
in the writer’s life and reflects upon the significance of that incident.  
• A formal business letter 
Additionally: 
• Character sketch- Creates a character using vivid and original descriptions and                                        
figurative language  
and: 
• Setting description –A setting description makes a specific location vivid and alive by 
using figurative language and sensory details. 
    OR 
•A creative short story incorporating the character sketch and descriptive setting 
requirements 

  
VIII. In the last month of the school year, students will prepare a portfolio of their work and an 
outline for an oral presentation.  This outline will be turned in before the presentation.  The 
student will present their year-end summary and portfolio orally.  The presentation should be 10 
minutes in length and followed by a question and answer period.  In addition, the student will 
prepare a self-evaluation that describes what has been learned and how this will be helpful in the 
future.  
   
 

 

FAME Independent Study Program       HS English                                                                                      47 



English I  CP Key Assignment checklist  
 

Assignment Date/Learning Period Completed 
Short story (compare/contrast essay)  
Editorial (Evaluative /persuasive)  
Play (Analytical )  
Biographical or autobiographical narrative   
Non-fiction article  
Character sketch  
Descriptive setting  
OR short story using sensory details or character 
and description 

 

Business letter  
Research paper 
Paper                               � 
Presentation                    � 

 

Novel/reading #1 
         Essay                     � 
         Presentation          � 

 

Novel/reading #2 
         Essay                     � 
         Presentation           � 

 

Novel/reading #3 
         Essay                    � 
         Presentation          � 

 

Novel/reading #4 
         Essay                    � 
         Presentation          � 

 

Independent reading #1  
Independent reading #2  
Independent reading #3  
Independent reading #4  
Portfolio presentation GP 10 
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                                                   Course Description                  
                                                     Basic English II  
                                              Literature and Composition                   
                                     
                                                        
Description: 
English II continues to develop students’ skills in the three aspects of language arts: literature, 
composition and grammar.  Emphasis should be on helping students approach literature and 
writing at a pace appropriate to their abilities.  Curriculum for this course is designed for students 
who are reading 2-4 years below grade level and/or have English as their second language.  
Students will read a variety of world literature and write in response to the literature. Students 
will continue to learn about the writing process in order to foster confidence in developing a 
written voice, use of mechanics and enhanced vocabulary. This course will cover traditional 
grammar usage, study skills, library research, and oral communication. Basic English 2 is a one- 
year course, 5 credits each semester will be awarded with a passing grade. 
 
Curriculum: 
Student, in conjunction with the IS teacher, may choose from either a packaged curriculum 
(online), or from the required text and additional key assignments option. 
-Recommended for students 1-2 years below grade level as determined by STAR or other 
administratively approved test.  Any online/packaged course must include online teacher 
support. 
  
The following are packaged online curriculums: 
North Dakota Independent Study  

• Developmental English (grammar& usage) H EN 1011  
• Literature for Reluctant Readers, tool skills, H EN 1021 

University Nebraska Lincoln 
• Basic Grammar ENGH 001 055 
• Intermediate Grammar ENGH 002 055 
• Effective Reader Skills ENGH 005 056 
• Basic Expository Writing ENGH 023 002 

            •    Apex Learning : Critical Reading and Effective Writing Core, Reading Skill and 
Strategies (one semester), Writing Skills and strategies (one semester)  
            •    Starline Press: Core Curriculum 1010 
 
Text and key assignments option: 
-Recommended for Students more than 2 years below grade level as determined by STAR test 
results or other test deemed suitable by the administration or, 

-Students who are in a grade recovery situation 
-Students whose needs may require a specific plan put in place as agreed upon 
collectively by parent/guardian, IS teacher and administration. 

AGS- Basic English Grammar And/or Basic English Composition  
AGS World Literature  
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The corresponding AGS workbooks and answer keys must be ordered along with 
the textbook.     
Literature guides corresponding to assigned novels are strongly recommended.  

Key Assignments: 
The Independent Study Teacher (IST) may modify the assignments as deemed necessary in 
his/her professional judgment. 
1) Students using the AGS materials will complete the following per chapter, ensuring that the 
entire text is completed within a school year: 

Section Review Questions as assigned by the IST 
Chapter Review Tests per chapter 
Corresponding Workbook pages as assigned by the IST 
Basic Grammar and composition assignments as directed by the IST 

 
2) Each student, regardless of curriculum being used, will select four novels per year from the 
attached list.  The student will complete the novel (2 per semester) and prepare a 3-5 page essay 
that summarizes the elements of the novel.  The paper will identify the plot, main characters, 
setting, and the major themes of the book. 
 
Recommended reading List: 
 

 Lexile Level
*A Separate Peace (Knowles) 1110 L
*Night (Wiesel) 590L
*Things Fall Apart (Achebe) 890L
All Quiet on the Western Front (Remarque)  830 L
Catcher in the Rye (Salinger)  790 L 
Christmas Carol (Dickens) 920L
Cool Salsa (ed: Carlson) NP
Cry, The Beloved Country (Paton) 860L
Fahrenheit 451 (Bradbury) 890L
Great Expectations (Dickens) 1200L
Hiroshima  (Hersey)  1040 L
Into Thin Air (Krakauer)  (non-fiction) 1320 L
Kitchen God's Wife (Tan) 810L
Krik Krak (Danicat)  NP
Like Water for Chocolate (Esquivel) 1030L
Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven (Alexie) 830L
Nectar in the Sieve (Markandaya) 900L
Somehow Tenderness Survives: Stories of 990L
Taming of the Shrew (Shakespeare)  (play) NP
The Bean Trees (Kingslover)  900 L
The Bell Jar  (Plath)  1140 L
The Color Purple (Walker) 670L
The Joy Luck Club (Tan) 930L
West with the Night  (Markham)  (non-fiction) 1200 L
Woman Warrior (Kingston) 880L
Yell-Oh Girls (Nam) 1080L
Yellow Raft in Blue Water (Dorris) 980L

FAME Independent Study Program       HS English                                                                                      50 



 
 
3) Every student, regardless of curriculum, will present a 3-5 minute oral presentation on the 
novel.  The student will prepare an outline summarizing the elements of the novel along with 
their personal reaction to the story.  The student should discuss why the novel was selected, what 
he/she liked and disliked about the novel and what the student learned from the reading.  The 
outline will be turned in after the presentation is complete. 
 
4) Every student, regardless of curriculum, will complete the following basic writing 
assignments during the year in connection with assigned reading as determined by the IST.  The 
assignments will be graded using the Basic novel summary rubric, and/or other rubrics included 
in the manual. 
 -Narrative essay 
 -Biographical or autobiographical narrative 
 -Business letter 

-Research paper 
Basic Novel Summary Scoring Rubric 
 
The following 9-point Rubric will be utilized when grading Basic student summaries. 
 
The 8-9 Point Summary: A grade 
-contains a clear, detailed summary of the plot and characters 
-supports the summary with substantial, relevant information about characters, settings  
-uses in-text citations from the book  
-in-depth understanding of the complexity of the themes 
-may contain minor grammatical, spelling and punctuation errors 
 
The 5-7 Point Essay: B/C grade 
-contains a clear summary with limited details 
-supports the summary with limited information using some in-text citations 
-exhibits limited understanding of themes; may deal with only one aspect in some  
  depth, or with many elements in a general way 
-may contain grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors that do not detract from the   
  overall summary 
 
The 2-4 Point Essay: C/D grade 
-contains a weak, vague, summary with few details 
-has minimal or irrelevant supporting information 
-ignores thematic complexity; may deal with one area in a general or superficial way 
-may contain major errors 
 
The 0-1 Point Essay: F grade 
-gives an incompetent response 
-may paraphrase other material 
-show little or no understanding of the novel or themes 
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Basic English II Key Assignment checklist 

 Assignment Date/Learning Period Completed 
Narrative paragraph/essay  
Biographical or autobiographical narrative  
Compare/contrast essay  
Evaluative essay/paragraph  
Analytical paragraph/essay  
Business letter  
Research paper  
Novel/reading #1 
         Essay                     � 
         Presentation          � 

 

Novel/reading #2 
         Essay                     � 
         Presentation           � 

 

Novel/reading #3 
         Essay                    � 
         Presentation          � 

 

Novel/reading #4 
         Essay                    � 
         Presentation          � 
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                                                   Course Description                  
                                                         English 2  
                                              Literature and Composition                   
                                     
Course Description: 
This is a 10th grade literature and composition course.  Students will continue to read from a 
wide variety of literature traditions including short story, non-fiction, drama, poetry, and novels, 
and will analyze recurrent patterns and themes in historically or culturally significant works.  
Students will focus on all phases of the writing process in order to continue to foster confidence 
in developing a written voice and an understanding a various types of essay.   In conjunction 
with literature analysis and essay writing, grammar and vocabulary will be taught.  Emphasis 
will be on the parts of speech, sentence structure, capitalization, punctuation, and writing style. 
Oral communication skills will also be emphasized. English 2 is a one- year course, 5 credits 
each semester will be awarded with a passing grade. 
 
Suggested curriculum: 
Student, in conjunction with the IS teacher, may choose from either a packaged curriculum 
(online) , or from the required text and additional key assignments option. 
 
These are packaged curricula. Students are expected to follow the course syllabus and complete 
the course over the duration of a school year.  Any online/packaged course must include online 
teacher support. 
•NDIS semester courses: 

 Sophomore Language and Composition H EN 2051 (online) 
 Sophomore Literature H EN 1181 (online)  

•University Nebraska Lincoln I.S. ENGH 035 & 036 
•National University Virtual High School English 10 AB 
•Apex Learning:  Introduction to Literature and Composition Core 
 
Text and key assignment option 
Text to be used in conjunction with key assignments and completed over the course of a school 
year (see attached pacing guide). Students will be expected to develop and present work samples 
described under the key assignments section as well as those required in the textbook/curriculum 
used.  Students will work independently through the text as a primary resource.   
 
Prentice Hall  
Literature: Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes, Platinum Level TBD 
Writing and Grammar Platinum Level RBD 
Vocabulary TBD 
 
Suggested Performance Expectations For English 2: 
 
Students should be expected to complete on a weekly basis the equivalent to: 

• Vocabulary, 10-20 words a week- part of speech, origin, spelling and definition. 
• Grammar lesson- as they apply to student’s needs. 
• Reading- assigned material 5- 20 pages a day, depending on appropriate level 
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• In addition, students should be reading independently from a variety of      
            media, both age and classroom appropriate. 
      • Students will read 3 additional independent reading books during the school year.  
 
Writing: 
Free writing is invaluable to students and helps develop thought, voice and skill without the 
pressure and constraints of formalized essays; therefore, students are encouraged to write in a 
journal 3-5 times a week on a variety of topics and to complete 3-5 formal essays a semester. 
These essays will include the following key assignments. 
 
Key Assignments: 
I. Short Story     
 
 A. Major Topics    
  1. Plot.   
  2. Character.    
  3. Point of View.   
  4. Setting.    
  5. Theme.   

B. Instructional Objectives 
Students will be able to:    
  1. Understand and apply literary terms to 
selected readings.    
  2. Build a reading vocabulary.    
  3. Read and comprehend short stories by 
learning to identify with a character, 
      predicting, making inferences about 
characters, and drawing conclusions.    
  4. Summarize readings.    

         
Key Assignment: 
The student will read two teacher-assigned short stories from the text.  Upon completion of the 
readings the student will discuss the stories with their IS teacher and write a 3-5 page essay, 
following the directions for submission of written work, that describes the major theme of each 
story, and analyzes how the stories were similar and how they were different.  (Compare and 
contrast essay-use compare/contrast rubric).   
 
II. Novel 
  A. Major Topics    
    1. Fiction.    
    2. Plot.    
    3. Conflict.    
    4. Characterization.    
    5. Setting.    
    6. Point of View.    
    7. Theme.    
    8. Symbol. 

B. Instructional Objectives    
Students will be able to: 
    1. Apply literary terms to a novel.    
    2. Summarize the plot of novel.    
    3. Understand the theme(s) of a novel.    
    4. Evaluate and respond to the literature 

Key Assignment: 
1. Each student will select three novels or auto/biographies per year from the attached list.  The 
student will engage in a discussion about the reading with their IS teacher. The discussion will 
summarize, analyze, and describe the main characters and elements of the story.  Upon 
completion of the reading assignment and discussion, each student will write a 3-5 page essay, 
following directions, that identifies and describes the major characters, describes the plot, while 
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analyzing important themes in the book. (analytical essay-use analytical 7 point essay scoring 
rubric)  

 
Readings will be selected from the following list: 

English 2  
*A Separate Peace (Knowles) 1110 L
*Night (Wiesel) 590L
*Things Fall Apart (Achebe) 890L
All Quiet on the Western Front (Remarque)  830 L
Catcher in the Rye (Salinger)  790 L 
Christmas Carol (Dickens) 920L
Cool Salsa (ed: Carlson) NP
Cry, The Beloved Country (Paton) 860L
Fahrenheit 451 (Bradbury) 890L
Great Expectations (Dickens) 1200L
Hiroshima  (Hersey)  1190 L
Into Thin Air (Krakauer)  (non-ficiton) 1320 L
Kitchen God's Wife (Tan) 810L
Krik Krak (Danicat)  NP
Like Water for Chocolate (Esquivel) 1030L
Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven (Alexie) 830L
Nectar in the Sieve (Markandaya) 900L
Old Man and the Sea (Hemingway) 940 L
Somehow Tenderness Survives: Stories of 990L
Taming of the Shrew (Shakespeare) (play) NP
The Bean Trees (Kingslover)  900 L
The Bell Jar  (Plath)  1140 L
The Color Purple (Walker) 670L
The Joy Luck Club (Tan) 930L
West with the Night  (Markham) (non-fiction) 1200 L
Woman Warrior (Kingston) 880L
Yell-Oh Girls (Nam) 1080L
Yellow Raft in Blue Water (Dorris) 980L

 
* Strongly recommended 
 
2. Every student will present a 3-5 minute oral presentation on the novel.  Using procedures 
provided in the textbook, the student will prepare an outline summarizing the elements of the 
novel along with their personal reaction to the story.  The student should discuss why the novel 
was selected, what he/she liked and disliked about the novel and what the student learned from 
the reading.  The outline will be turned in after the presentation is complete. (presentation rubric)  
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III. Drama    
 
 A. Major Topics    
   1. Characters.    
   2. Staging.    
   3. Dialogue.    
   4. Blank Verse. 
   5. Soliloquy, Aside, and Monologue. 
   6. Dramatic Irony. 
   7. Tragedy. 
 

B. Instructional Objectives  
Student will be able to:    
   1. Understand and respond to literary 
elements.    
   2. Understand and apply literary terms 
such as: protagonist, antagonist, dramatic 
foil, conflict, theme and apply them to 
selected readings.   
   3. Develop a reading vocabulary.  
   4. Read, evaluate, and comprehend a play 
by using the text as an aid, paraphrasing, 
 identifying cause and effect and making 
predictions.  
   5. Summarize readings.   
 

 
Key Assignment: 
Students will consult their textbook unit on dramatic conventions. The student will read a full 
length play. Upon completion of the reading of the play, each student will write a 500-700 word 
essay, following the directions above, that demonstrates an understanding of literal and figurative 
language as used in the play.  In addition the student will describe the vocabulary and tone used 
in the play to address the audience for whom the play was originally intended and how it reflects 
the social and political structures of the time, or suitable essay prompt as assigned.  (Analytical 7 
point rubric)  
           
Readings will be selected from the following or from the text: 
     
Macbeth   William Shakespeare 
 Much Ado About Nothing William Shakespeare 
Julius Caesar  William Shakespeare 
Antigone Sophocles 
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III Non-Fiction 
 

 
  A. Major Topics:    
    1. Autobiography/Biography.    
    2. Essays.    
    3. Speeches.    
    4. Editorials.    
    5. Articles.  
 

B. Instructional Objectives 
  Students will be able to:    
    1. Read, understand and critique essays 
and non-fiction works by identifying the 
 author’s attitude, finding the main idea and 
supporting points, using visuals as keys 
  to meaning, determining the author’s 
purpose. 
    2. Develop a reading vocabulary.     
    3. Summarize readings.    
    4. Apply literary terms to selected 
readings.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Assignment: 
 
1. The student will complete and present a research paper according to instructions contained in 
the textbook or composition text.  The student will discuss a suitable topic with the teacher, and 
develop a clear research question.  The student will synthesize information from multiple 
sources, integrate citations into the written text, and use MLA format to document sources.  The 
student will publish the document using suitable technology and develop a presentation.  
(research paper and presentation rubrics) 
 
2. After studying a unit on editorial writing in the textbook, the student will read editorials from 
three sources.  The sources are to include a popular newspaper, (such as the San Francisco 
Chronicle, New York Times, or Wall Street Journal) and a journal, (such as an academic, 
political, or religious publication).  The editorials are to focus on similar topics or subjects.  The 
student will discuss the three articles and then develop an essay similar in length as to those 
selected, following the directions above.  In this assignment students are to write their own 
editorial on the same topic, using the style of an editorial writer in which they state the problem, 
establish the rationale for their opinions, support opinions with facts and provide coherent 
conclusions. (Evaluative/Persuasive rubric) 
 Suggested editorial topics: 
  Environmental issues 
  Foreign Affairs 
  National politics 
  Economic issues 

Media 
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IV. Poetry 
A. Major Topics    
    1. Lyric poetry.      
    2. Narrative poetry.    
    3. Dramatic poetry.      
    4. Musical devices including: meter, 
alliteration, onomatopoeia, assonance,  
    5. Figurative language including: 
similes, lyrical metaphor, and 
personification.    
    6. Imagery. 
    7. Haiku and Sonnets.    
    8. The epic poem. 

  B. Instructional Objectives    
  Students will be able to: 
    1. Understand and apply literary terms to 
selected readings.    
    2. Identify literary elements in a poem.    
    3. Read, analyze and critique a poem by 
paraphrasing, summarizing, picturing  
 imagery, listening for poetic sounds, and 
drawing inferences about the speaker. 
 
 

 
  Key Assignment: 
1. Students will read poems from the text from a variety of eras and cultures. Students should be 
prepared to discuss concepts, such as comparing poems in verse to free-style poetry, contrasting 
poetry to music, and the commonality of the introduction-body-conclusion structure.  Following 
the directions listed above, students are to write an essay of 700 to 1000 words that compares and 
contrasts the styles, historical settings, and variety of purpose of the poems selected and how 
they are reflected of the style of the period in which they were written.  (compare and contrast)  
 
2. Students will write one original poem. .  The poetic elements (such as metaphor, simile, 
personification, and alliteration) should be explored as well as traditional forms of rhyme and 
meter. 
 
In addition, using their textbook as a primary resource for instruction and following directions 
for submission of written work, the student will complete the following writing assignments of 
approx. 500-700 words: 

• Autobiographical incident narrative- uses sensory details to describe a pivotal moment 
in the writer’s life and reflects upon the significance of that incident.  
• A formal business letter 
• Technical document 
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English II assignment checklist  
 

Assignment Date/Learning Period Completed 
Short story (compare/contrast essay)  
Editorial (Evaluative /persuasive)  
Play (Analytical )  
Poetry compare/contrast  
Biographical or autobiographical narrative   
Poem #1  
Business letter  
Technical document  
Research paper 
Paper                                � 
Presentation                      � 

 

Novel/reading #1 
         Essay                     � 
         Presentation           � 

 

Novel/reading #2 
         Essay                      � 
         Presentation           � 

 

Novel/reading #3 
         Essay                     � 
         Presentation          � 

 

Independent reading #1  
Independent reading #2  
Independent reading #3  
Portfolio presentation GP 10 
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Course Description 
English II-CP 

Literature and composition 
 
Course Description: 
This is a 10th grade literature and composition course.  Students will continue to read from wide 
variety literature traditions including short story, non-fiction, drama, poetry, and novels, and will 
analyze recurrent patterns and themes in historically or culturally significant works.  Students 
will complete a variety a writing assignments that will continue to develop their skills in 
narrative, expository, persuasive, and descriptive essays.  Students will gain skills necessary for 
competent writing by focusing on the mechanics of language and vocabulary development.  They 
will respond orally to the literature in all genres and will complete an end of the year 
presentation that summarizes their work. 
 
Suggested curriculum: 
Student, in conjunction with the IS teacher, may choose from either a packaged curriculum 
(online), or from the required text and additional key assignments option. These courses 
are UC a-g approved. 
Online course option 
These are packaged curricula. Students are expected to follow the course syllabus and complete 
the course over the duration of a school year.  Any online/packaged course must include online 
teacher support.   
 
•National University Virtual High School English 10 AB 
•Apex Learning:  Introduction to Literature and Composition   
 
Text and Key assignment option 
Approved text to be used in conjunction with key assignments and completed over the 
course of a school year (see attached pacing guide). Students will be expected to develop 
and present work samples described under the key assignments section as well as those 
required in the textbook/curriculum used.  Students will work independently through the 
text as a primary resource.   
Prentice Hall  
Literature: Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes,  
Writing and Grammar  
Vocabulary TBD 
 
Suggested Performance Expectations For English II: 
Students should be expected to complete on a weekly basis the equivalent to: 

• Vocabulary, 10-20 words a week- part of speech, origin, spelling and definition, word 
roots. 

• Grammar lesson- as they apply to student’s needs. 
• Reading- assigned material 5- 20 pages a day, depending on appropriate level 
• In addition, students should be reading independently from a variety of      

            media, both age and classroom appropriate. 
      •   Students will read four independent reading selections during the year.   
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Key Assignments: 
In addition to text chapter readings and assignments, students will complete the following:  
I. Short Story          
 
 A. Major Topics    
  1. Plot.   
  2. Character.    
  3. Point of View.   
  4. Setting.    
  5. Theme.   

B. Instructional Objectives 
Students will be able to:    
  1. Understand and apply literary terms to 
selected readings.    
  2. Build a reading vocabulary.    
  3. Read and comprehend short stories by 
learning to identify with a character, 
predicting, making inferences about 
characters, and drawing conclusions.    
  4. Summarize readings.    

    
Key Assignment: 
The student will read two teacher-assigned short stories from the text.  Upon completion of the 
readings the student will discuss the stories with their IS teacher and write a 3-5 page essay (700-
1000 words), following the directions for submission of written work, that describes the major 
theme of each story, and analyzes how the stories were similar and how they were different.  
(Compare and contrast essay-use compare/contrast rubric).   

 
II. Novel 
  A. Major Topics    
    1. Fiction.    
    2. Plot.    
    3. Conflict.    
    4. Characterization.    
    5. Setting.    
    6. Point of View.    
    7. Theme.    
    8. Symbol. 

B. Instructional Objectives    
Students will be able to: 
    1. Apply literary terms to a novel.    
    2. Summarize the plot of novel.    
    3. Understand the theme(s) of a novel.    
    4. Evaluate and respond to the literature 

 
Key Assignment: 
1. Each student, regardless of curriculum being used, will select four novels or auto/biographies 
per year from the attached list.  The student will engage in a discussion about the reading with 
their IS teacher. The discussion will summarize, analyze, and describe the main characters and 
elements of the story.  Upon completion of the reading assignment and discussion, each student 
will write a 3-5 page essay (700-1000 words), following directions, that identifies and describes 
the major characters, describes the plot, while analyzing important themes in the book. 
(analytical essay-use analytical 7 point essay scoring rubric)  

 
 
 
Readings will be selected from the following list: 

 
*A Separate Peace (Knowles) 1110 L
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*Night (Wiesel) 590L
*Things Fall Apart (Achebe) 890L
All Quiet on the Western Front (Remarque)  830 L
Catcher in the Rye (Salinger)  790 L 
Christmas Carol (Dickens) 920L
Cool Salsa (ed: Carlson) NP
Cry, The Beloved Country (Paton) 860L
Fahrenheit 451 (Bradbury) 890L
Great Expectations (Dickens) 1200L
Hiroshima  (Hersey)   (non-fiction) 990 L
Into Thin Air (Krakauer)     (non-fiction) 1320 L
Kitchen God's Wife (Tan) 810L
Krik Krak (Danicat)  NP
Like Water for Chocolate (Esquivel) 1030L
Lone Ranger and Tonto Fistfight in Heaven (Alexie) 830L
Nectar in the Sieve (Markandaya) 900L
Somehow Tenderness Survives: Stories of 990L
Taming of the Shrew (Shakespeare)  (play) NP
The Bean Trees (Kingslover)  900 L
The Bell Jar  (Plath)  1140 L
The Color Purple (Walker) 670L
The Joy Luck Club (Tan) 930L
West with the Night  (Markham)  (non-fiction) 1200 L
Woman Warrior (Kingston) 880L
Yell-Oh Girls (Nam) 1080L
Yellow Raft in Blue Water (Dorris) 980L

 
* Strongly recommended 
2. Every student will present a 3-5 minute oral presentation on the novel.  Using procedures 
provided in the textbook, the student will prepare an outline summarizing the elements of the 
novel along with their personal reaction to the story.  The student should discuss why the novel 
was selected, what he/she liked and disliked about the novel and what the student learned from 
the reading.  The outline will be turned in after the presentation is complete. (presentation rubric)  

 
III. Drama    
A. Major Topics    
   1. Characters.    
   2. Staging.    
   3. Dialogue.    
   4. Blank Verse. 
   5. Soliloquy, Aside, and Monologue. 
   6. Dramatic Irony. 
   7. Tragedy. 
 

B. Instructional Objectives  
Student will be able to:    
   1. Understand and respond to literary 
elements.    
   2. Understand and apply literary terms 
such as: protagonist, antagonist, dramatic 
foil, conflict, theme and apply them to 
selected readings.   
   3. Develop a reading vocabulary.  
   4. Read, evaluate, and comprehend a play 
by using the text as an aid, paraphrasing, 
       identifying cause and effect and 
making predictions.  
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   5. Summarize readings.   
   6. Memorize and recite a key speech 
from the play. 

 
Students will consult their textbook unit on dramatic conventions. The student will read a full 
length play either from the text or from the list. Upon completion of the reading of the play, each 
student will write a 700-1000 word essay, following the directions above, that demonstrates an 
understanding of literal and figurative language as used in the play.  In addition the student will 
describe the vocabulary and tone used in the play to address the audience for whom the play was 
originally intended and how it reflects the social and political structures of the time, or suitable 
essay prompt as assigned.  (Analytical 7 point rubric)  
           
Readings will be selected from the following or from the text: 
     
Macbeth   William Shakespeare 
Much Ado About Nothing William Shakespeare 
Julius Caesar  William Shakespeare 
Antigone Sophocles 
Purlie Ossie Davis 
 
IV Non-Fiction 
 

  
  A. Major Topics:    
    1. Autobiography/Biography.    
    2. Essays.    
    3. Speeches.    
    4. Editorials.    
    5. Articles.  
 

B. Instructional Objectives 
  Students will be able to:    
    1. Read, understand and critique essays 
and non-fiction works by identifying the 
 author’s attitude, finding the main idea and 
supporting points, using visuals as keys 
  to meaning, determining the author’s 
purpose. 
    2. Develop a reading vocabulary.     
    3. Summarize readings.    
    4. Apply literary terms to selected 
readings.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Key Assignment: 
 
1. The student will complete and present a research paper according to instructions contained in 
the textbook or composition text.  The student will discuss a suitable topic with the teacher, and 
develop a clear research question.  The student will synthesize information from multiple 
sources, integrate citations into the written text, and use MLA format to document sources.  The 
student will publish the document using suitable technology and develop a presentation.  
(research paper and presentation rubrics) 
 
2. After studying a unit on editorial writing in the textbook, the student will read editorials from 
three sources.  The sources are to include a popular newspaper, (such as the San Francisco 
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Chronicle, New York Times, or Wall Street Journal) and a journal, (such as an academic, 
political, or religious publication).  The editorials are to focus on similar topics or subjects.  The 
student will discuss the three articles and then develop an essay similar in length as to those 
selected, following the directions above.  In this assignment students are to write their own 
editorial on the same topic, using the style of an editorial writer in which they state the problem, 
establish the rationale for their opinions, support opinions with facts and provide coherent 
conclusions. (Evaluative/Persuasive rubric) 
 Suggested editorial topics: 
  Environmental issues 
  Foreign Affairs 
  National politics 
  Economic issues 

Media 
 
V. Poetry 
A. Major Topics    
    1. Lyric poetry.      
    2. Narrative poetry.    
    3. Dramatic poetry.      
    4. Musical devices including: meter, 
alliteration, onomatopoeia, assonance,  
    5. Figurative language including: 
similes, lyrical metaphor, and 
personification.    
    6. Imagery. 
    7. Haiku and Sonnets.    
    8. The epic poem. 

  B. Instructional Objectives    
  Students will be able to: 
    1. Understand and apply literary terms to 
selected readings.    
    2. Identify literary elements in a poem.    
    3. Read, analyze and critique a poem by 
paraphrasing, summarizing, picturing  
 imagery, listening for poetic sounds, and 
drawing inferences about the speaker. 
 
 

 
  Key Assignment: 
1. Students will read poems from the text from a variety of eras and cultures. Students should be 
prepared to discuss concepts, such as comparing poems in verse to free-style poetry, contrasting 
poetry to music, and the commonality of the introduction-body-conclusion structure.  Following 
the directions listed above, students are to write an essay of 700 to 1000 words that compares and 
contrasts the styles, historical settings, and variety of purpose of the poems selected and how 
they are reflected of the style of the period in which they were written.  (compare and contrast)  
 
2. Students will write one original poem. .  The poetic elements (such as metaphor, simile, 
personification, and alliteration) should be explored as well as traditional forms of rhyme and 
meter. 
 
In addition, using their textbook as a primary resource for instruction and following directions 
for submission of written work, the student will complete the following writing assignments of 
approx. 500-700 words: 
• Autobiographical incident narrative- uses sensory details to describe a pivotal moment in the 
writer’s life and reflects upon the significance of that incident.  

• A formal business letter 
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• Technical document 
 

English II-CP Key Assignment checklist 
 

 Assignment Date/Learning Period Completed 
Short story (compare/contrast essay)  
Editorial (Evaluative /persuasive)  
Play (Analytical )  
Poetry compare/contrast  
Biographical or autobiographical narrative   
Poem #1  
Business letter  
Technical document  
Research paper 
Paper                                � 
Presentation                      � 

 

Novel/reading #1 
         Essay                     � 
         Presentation           � 

 

Novel/reading #2 
         Essay                      � 
         Presentation           � 

 

Novel/reading #3 
         Essay                     � 
         Presentation          � 

 

Novel/reading #4 
         Essay                     � 
         Presentation          � 

 

Independent reading #1  
Independent reading #2  
Independent reading #3  
Independent reading #4  
Portfolio presentation GP 10 
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Course Description 
Basic English III 

Literature and Composition 
 

Course Description: 
In this course students will study a survey of work by American authors in terms of literary, 
political and cultural perspectives.  Emphasis should be on helping students approach literature 
and writing at a pace appropriate to their abilities.  Curriculum for this course is designed for 
students who are reading 2-4 years below grade level and/or have English as their second 
language. The course will reinforce and refine spelling, mechanics and grammar as students 
write essays.  Basic English 3 is a one- year course, 5 credits each semester will be awarded with 
a passing grade. 
 
Curriculum: 
Student, in conjunction with the IS teacher, may choose from either a packaged curriculum 
(online), or from the required text and additional key assignments option. 
-Recommended for students 1-2 years below grade level as determined by STAR or other 
administratively approved test.  Any online/packaged course must include online teacher 
support. 
 
The following are packaged curriculums: 
North Dakota Independent Study  

• Developmental English (grammar& usage) H EN 1011 (online) 
• Literature for Reluctant Readers, tool skills, H EN 1021 (online) 
• American Literature HEN 1091 P (online) 

University Nebraska Lincoln 
• Basic Grammar ENGH 001 055 
• Intermediate Grammar ENGH 002 055 
• Effective Reader Skills ENGH 005 056 
• Basic Expository Writing ENGH 023 002 
• American Literature Studies 1&2 011-012 

      •    Starline Press: Core Curriculum 
      •    Apex Learning : American Literature Core, Reading Skill and Strategies (one semester), 
Writing Skills and Strategies (one semester)  
 
Text and key assignments option: 
-Recommended for Students more than 2 years below grade level as determined by STAR test 
results or other test deemed suitable by the administration or, 

-Students who are in a grade recovery situation 
-Students whose needs may require a specific plan put in place as agreed upon 
collectively by parent/guardian, IS teacher and administration. 

AGS- Basic English Grammar And/or Basic English Composition  
AGS American Literature  
The corresponding AGS workbooks and answer keys must be ordered along with 
the textbook.     
Literature guides corresponding to assigned novels.  
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Key Assignments: 
  The Independent Study Teacher (IST) may modify the assignments as deemed necessary in 
his/her professional judgment. 
1) Students using the AGS materials will complete the following per chapter, ensuring that the 
entire text is completed within a school year: 

Section Review Questions as assigned by the IST 
Chapter Review Tests per chapter 
Corresponding Workbook pages as assigned by the IST 
Basic Grammar and composition assignments as directed by the IST 

 
1) Each student, regardless of curriculum being used, will select four novels per year from the 
attached list.  The student will complete the novel (2 per semester) and prepare a 3-5 page essay 
that summarizes the elements of the novel.  The paper will identify the plot, main characters, 
setting, and the major themes of the book. 
 
2) Every student, regardless of curriculum, will present a 3-5 minute oral presentation on the 
novel.  The student will prepare an outline summarizing the elements of the novel along with 
their personal reaction to the story.  The student should discuss why the novel was selected, what 
he/she liked and disliked about the novel and what the student learned from the reading.  The 
outline will be turned in after the presentation is complete. 
 
Recommended Reading List 

Title Lexile Level
 
*..And the Earth Did Not Devour Him (Rivera) 690L
A Hundred Secret Senses (Tan) 800-900L
*A Raisin in the Sun (Hansberry) NP
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (Twain) 990L
 Animal Dreams (Kingsolver) 790L
Autobiography of Malcolm X (Haley) 1120L
Betsy Brown (Shange) 

   Black Boy (Wright) 950L
Black Folktales (Lester) 700
*Catcher in the Rye (Salinger) 790L
Ceremony (Silko) 890L
Choice of Weapons (Parks) 
*Crucible (Miller) NP
Death of a Salesman (Miller) NP
Down These Mean Streets (Thomas)  820L 
Fences (Wilson) NP
For Colored Girls Who Have Considered Suicide/When 
the Rainbow is Enuf (Shange) 

NP

Glass Menagerie (Williams)  NP
Go Tell It On the Mountain (Baldwin) 1030L
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Cannery Row (Steinbeck) 680L

Great Gatsby (Fitzgerald) 1070L
Hiroshima (Hersey) 1190L
Hunger of Memory (R. Rodriguez) 920L
I, Tituba, Black Witch of Salem Village (Conde) 
Invisible Man (Ellison) 950L
Love Medicine (Erdrich)  
Macho (Villasenor) 660L
Narrative in the Life of Frederick Douglas 1080L
On the Road (Kerouac)  930
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest (Kesey)  1110 L
Piano Lesson (Wilson) NP
Puddin' Head Wilson (Twain) 
Scarlet Letter (Hawthorne) 1340L
Slaughterhouse Five (Vonnegut) 850L
So Far From God (Castillo) 
Song of Solomon (Morrison) 870L
Souls of Black Folks (Dubois) 1280L
Streetcar Named Desire (Williams)  NP

   Sula (Morrison) 1050L
   The Bluest Eye (Morrison) 920L

Their Eyes Were Watching God (Hurston) 1080L
Wild Seed (Butler) 500-800L

 
* Strongly recommended 
 
3) Every student, regardless of curriculum, will complete the following basic writing 
assignments during the year in connection with assigned reading as determined by the IST.  
Students will use the textbook as a reference. The assignments will be graded using the Basic 
novel summary rubric, and/or other rubrics included in the manual. 
 -Narrative 
 -Biographical or autobiographical narrative 
 -Cover letter and resume 

-Research paper 
 
Basic Novel Summary Scoring Rubric 
The following 9-point Rubric will be utilized when grading Basic student summaries. 
 
The 8-9 Point Summary: A grade 
-contains a clear, detailed summary of the plot and characters 
-supports the summary with substantial, relevant information about characters, settings  
-uses in-text citations from the book  
-in-depth understanding of the complexity of the themes 
-may contain minor grammatical, spelling and punctuation errors 
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The 5-7 Point Essay: B/C grade 
-contains a clear summary with limited details 
-supports the summary with limited information using some in-text citations 
-exhibits limited understanding of themes; may deal with only one aspect in some  
  depth, or with many elements in a general way 
-may contain grammatical, spelling or punctuation errors that do not detract from the   
  overall summary 
 
The 2-4 Point Essay: C/D grade 
-contains a weak, vague, summary with few details 
-has minimal or irrelevant supporting information 
-ignores thematic complexity; may deal with one area in a general or superficial way 
-may contain major errors 
 
The 0-1 Point Essay: F grade 
-gives an incompetent response 
-may paraphrase other material 
-show little or no understanding of the novel or themes 
 
Basic English III Key Assignment checklist 
 

 Assignment Date/Learning Period Completed 
Narrative paragraph/essay  
Biographical or autobiographical narrative  
Cover letter and resume  
Research paper  
Novel/reading #1 
         Essay                     � 
         Presentation          � 

 

Novel/reading #2 
         Essay                     � 
         Presentation           � 

 

Novel/reading #3 
         Essay                    � 
         Presentation          � 

 

Novel/reading #4 
         Essay                    � 
         Presentation          � 
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                                                   Course Description                  
                                                         English III  

American Literature                   
                                              Literature and Composition                   
 
Course Description: 
Students will read American literature from the early 17th century to the present covering 
various literary genres.  Students will continue to improve their writing skills by completing a 
variety of writing assignments that include expository, narrative, persuasive, informational, and 
descriptive writing that demonstrates research, organization, and pre-writing and editing 
strategies. They will increase their vocabulary development, analysis and reasoning skills. 
English 3 is a one- year course, 5 credits each semester will be awarded with a passing grade. 
                                                    
Suggested curriculum: 
Student, in conjunction with the IS teacher, may choose from either a packaged curriculum 
(online) , or from the required text and additional key assignments option. 
 
These are packaged curricula. Students are expected to follow the course syllabus and complete 
the course over the duration of a school year.  Any online/packaged course must include online 
teacher support. 
•NDIS semester courses: American Literature HEN 1091 (online) 
 •University Nebraska-Lincoln, ENGH 039 &040 OR ENGH 011-055 & ENGH 012-055 Online 
•National University Virtual High School English 11 AB 
•Apex Learning:  American Literature Core 
 
Text and key assignment option 
Text to be used in conjunction with key assignments and completed over the course of a school 
year (see attached pacing guide). Students will be expected to develop and present work samples 
described under the key assignments section as well as those required in the textbook/curriculum 
used.  Students will work independently through the text as a primary resource.   
 
Prentice Hall  
Literature: Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes,  
Writing and Grammar  
Vocabulary TBD 
 
Suggested Performance Expectations For English III: 
 
Students should be expected to complete on a weekly basis the equivalent to: 

• Vocabulary, 10-20 words a week- part of speech, origin, spelling and definition. 
• Grammar lesson- as they apply to student’s needs. 
• Reading- assigned material 5- 20 pages a day, depending on appropriate level 
• In addition, students should be reading independently from a variety of      

            media, both age and classroom appropriate. 
      • Students will read 3 additional independent reading books during the school year.  
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	Independent reading
	Writing
	Monthly Work Samples
	Methods of Assessment
	Grading Scale
	Do the examples and details follow a logical order?
	Is this second topic sentence different than the first topic sentence?

	MLA Formatting and Style Guide
	1. General Format
	Paper Format
	General Guidelines
	Formatting the First Page of Your Paper

	MLA WORKS CITED
	Basic Rules
	Capitalization and Punctuation
	         Basic English 1
	Title
	Lexile level
	Date/Learning Period Completed


	             English I

	Suggested Curriculum:
	Text and key assignment option
	Approved text to be used in conjunction with key assignments and completed over the course of a school year (see attached pacing guide). Students will be expected to develop and present work samples described under the key assignments section as well as those required in the textbook/curriculum used.  Students will work independently through the text as a primary resource.  
	Prentice Hall 
	II. Novel


	III. Non-Fiction 
	    4. Apply literary terms to selected readings.   
	IV. Drama   
	Date/Learning Period Completed
	Text and key assignments option
	Approved text to be used in conjunction with key assignments and completed over the course of a school year (see attached pacing guide). Students will be expected to develop and present work samples described under the key assignments section as well as those required in the textbook/curriculum used.  Students will work independently through the text as a primary resource.  


	Text/Key Assignments Course Outline
	I. Short Story
	 II. Drama   

	    4. Apply literary terms to selected readings.   
	Picture Bride 
	I know Why the Caged Bird Sings

	IV. Poetry
	    8. The epic poem.
	Date/Learning Period Completed

	                                                   Course Description                 
	Date/Learning Period Completed

	                                                   Course Description                 
	Text and key assignment option
	Text to be used in conjunction with key assignments and completed over the course of a school year (see attached pacing guide). Students will be expected to develop and present work samples described under the key assignments section as well as those required in the textbook/curriculum used.  Students will work independently through the text as a primary resource.  
	Prentice Hall 


	Suggested Performance Expectations For English 2:
	II. Novel
	III. Drama   
	Julius Caesar 
	III Non-Fiction

	    4. Apply literary terms to selected readings.   
	IV. Poetry
	    8. The epic poem.
	Date/Learning Period Completed
	Text and Key assignment option
	Approved text to be used in conjunction with key assignments and completed over the course of a school year (see attached pacing guide). Students will be expected to develop and present work samples described under the key assignments section as well as those required in the textbook/curriculum used.  Students will work independently through the text as a primary resource.  
	Prentice Hall 


	Suggested Performance Expectations For English II:
	II. Novel
	III. Drama   
	Julius Caesar 
	IV Non-Fiction

	    4. Apply literary terms to selected readings.   
	V. Poetry
	    8. The epic poem.
	Date/Learning Period Completed
	Basic English III
	Date/Learning Period Completed



	                                                   Course Description                 
	Text and key assignment option
	Text to be used in conjunction with key assignments and completed over the course of a school year (see attached pacing guide). Students will be expected to develop and present work samples described under the key assignments section as well as those required in the textbook/curriculum used.  Students will work independently through the text as a primary resource.  
	Prentice Hall 


	Suggested Performance Expectations For English III:
	II. Novel
	III. Drama   
	Glass Menagerie
	Streetcar Named Desire 
	III Non-Fiction

	    4. Apply literary terms to selected readings.   
	IV. Poetry
	Date/Learning Period Completed
	Text and Key assignment option
	Approved text to be used in conjunction with key assignments and completed over the course of a school year (see attached pacing guide). Students will be expected to develop and present work samples described under the key assignments section as well as those required in the textbook/curriculum used.  Students will work independently through the text as a primary resource.  
	Prentice Hall 


	Suggested Performance Expectations For English III-CP:
	II. Novel
	III. Drama   
	Glass Menagerie
	Streetcar Named Desire 
	A Raisin in the Sun 
	IV. Non-fiction 
	Key Assignments:


	IV. Poetry
	Date/Learning Period Completed
	Basic English IV
	Date/Learning Period Completed



	                                                   Course Description                 
	Text and key assignment option
	Text to be used in conjunction with key assignments and completed over the course of a school year (see attached pacing guide). Students will be expected to develop and present work samples described under the key assignments section as well as those required in the textbook/curriculum used.  Students will work independently through the text as a primary resource.  
	Prentice Hall 


	Suggested Performance Expectations For English IV:
	II. Novel
	III. Drama   
	IV Non-Fiction
	    4. Apply literary terms to selected readings.   
	V. Poetry
	Date/Learning Period Completed
	Text and Key assignment option
	Approved text to be used in conjunction with key assignments and completed over the course of a school year (see attached pacing guide). Students will be expected to develop and present work samples described under the key assignments section as well as those required in the textbook/curriculum used.  Students will work independently through the text as a primary resource.  
	Prentice Hall 


	Suggested Performance Expectations For English IV-CP:
	II. Novel
	III. Drama   
	Hamlet 
	Oedipus Rex

	Long Day’s Journey Into Night
	The Importance of Being Earnest
	Pygmalion
	IV. Non-fiction 
	Key Assignments:

	V. Poetry
	Date/Learning Period Completed



