Chapter 1: Student and Community Profile

Program History

FAME Charter school began as the Bay Area School for Independent Study
which was first organized in 2001 under the authorization of Sunol-Glen Unified school
district. During that same year BASIS applied for not for profit public benefit status.
We began serving students in grade K-12 in the 2002-2003 school-year. At the time of
the CBEDS filing in October of 2002 BASIS had 425 students officially enrolled. The
school continued serving students throughout the 2003-04 and 2004-05 school years.
During this time it became evident that there was a high level of interest for the type of
program that BASIS provided. By the 2004-05 school-year we were serving 645 students
in grade K-12.

BASIS offered two enrollment options. One allowed students to receive daily
instruction through classes taught at our Oakland Resource Center. The other allowed
students to work through their high school program via a home study program. The
BASIS approach relied on the empowerment of parents, who were expected to be
partners in the educational process and work closely with teachers and other support staff
to ensure that students made appropriate academic and social progress. By the end of the
2004 school year it was clear that we had out-grown our space in Oakland. We began
looking for a new location for our resource center. We found such a location in San
Leandro and moved our resource center to its current location in May of 2005. This
involved much renovation of the site and was a huge community effort.

During this time, through our internal review process, we were analyzing the
long-term goals and needs the school. The BASIS charter would be up for renewal with
Sunol Glen during the 2005-06 school-year and we began reassessing whether or not the
current formant of our charter and the relationship with the Sunol Glen district would
ultimately allow us to serve students effectively. BASIS parent demand and expanded
opportunities to serve potentially underserved students led to the development of FAME.
We petitioned the FAME charter through Alameda County and were awarded the first
countywide charter on May 10, 2005. The MOU was approved on August 23", (Please
see the FAME charter in the appendix for more details). The BASIS charter was
officially closed for finance audit purposed on June 3, 2005 and is still in the process of
final closing.

FAME is an acronym that stands for “Families of Alameda for Multi-
Cultural/Multi-Lingual Education”. The school is a unique hybrid Site Based —
Independent Study program. FAME has three programs: a K-12 site based school in
Fremont; a K-8 site based program with a 9-12 classroom based independent study
program in San Leandro; and a K-12 non-classroom based component know as
BASIS@FAME. The WASC petition for candidacy is for the high school components
of FAME only. The San Leandro and BASIS programs have essentially been unaffected
by the change in the charter other than to provide stronger oversight, expanded mission
and purpose and resources for operation.
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Mission and Vision

The mission of FAME is to enable our diverse population of students to become
independent thinkers, life-long learners, and responsible, contributing members of
society.

FAME recognizes the cultural diversity and individuality our student population. FAME
strives to create an education community where students from all social, academic and
economic backgrounds can learn to their highest potential. Using the state standards to
guide our educational program: teachers and parents work together to assure the
achievement and progress of each student, building the knowledge, skills and attributes
necessary for them to be self-motivated, competent, lifelong learners.

Philosophy

FAME believes that, “Educators must invite students to experience the world’s richness,
empower them to ask their own questions and seek their own answers, and challenge
them to understand the world’s complexities (Brooks and Brooks, pp. 5, 1999).
Specifically, we have determined that learning best occurs in an environment that:

e is accepting of varied methods of demonstrating knowledge

promotes physical and emotional health and well being and supports questions,
experimentation, self-expression, creativity and appropriate risk taking

is relevant and authentic

is developmentally supportive

is democratic and student centered

models and requires high-level thinking skills

e incorporates language learning and multi-cultural education
e celebrates and brings relevance to cultural and individual diversity
e models self reflection and self assessment
e isrich and demanding and promotes depth of learning
e is psychologically safe
e provides a variety of ways for students to engage in coursework and in the
community
Goals

» All students will demonstrate grade-level proficiency in reading and writing.

> All students will demonstrate master of designated outcome goals in the areas of
English Literature, History, Math, Science, Art, and /or a Foreign Language.

> All Students will demonstrate mastery of skills related to college preparation and
success in continued education and/or career objectives or other post high school
plans.

> All students will demonstrate the development of a social conscience.
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(Please see our ESLRs for more information).
Management and Governance

FAME Charter School, a K-12 County Wide Charter School formerly recognized
as Bay Area School for Independent Study is operated by Bay Area School for
Independent Study Inc, a 501C3 Not for Profit Public Benefit Corporation. Bay Area
School for Independent Study Inc, also commonly known as BASIS, Inc. is managed by
a board of five members. The board consists of three community members, one of whom
is a lawyer with extensive not for profit board experience and the other a former Board
President of a local school district for over 17 years of school board experience. The
board president of BASIS, Inc. is also a former school board president of over 10 years
and presided over a local ROP program as well. The school director, Maram Alaiwat,
serves as the secretary of the board. The fifth position is reserved for an individual from
the school's sponsoring agency, formerly Sunol Glen Unified School District but
effective this school year, the Alameda County Board of Education.

FAME consists of three programs, two of which are site based and one which is
independent study. The independent study is the school's main program, being an
outgrowth of BASIS and the key source of referrals to our site based programs, which
were established with the intent of serving those who sought an independent study type of
education alternative but due to special needs or language constraints can better be served
in a classroom environment.

Each program is managed by a small but effective team of high qualified
administrators. The independent study program is managed by a Program Administrator
and Assistant Program Administrator with extensive independent study experience over a
range of grade levels. The Fremont site program is managed by a Principal and lead
teacher who seek guidance and support from a diverse group of parent committees that
compromise a strong PTO (Parent Teacher Organization). The San Leandro Program is a
hybrid program overseen by a teacher and former administrator of over 30 years and two
lead teachers. Parent committees have also been developed at San Leandro to provide
continual guidance and feedback to the administrative team.

The administrative team meets at least once a month to address areas of concern,
areas of growth and areas that need to be targeted for growth. The administrative team
makes recommendations and suggestions to the school director that interfaces with the
board via public school board meetings. For a complete description of the FAME
governance structure and organization structure, see the charter in the appendix.

FAME 9-12™ Grade Program Description

FAME is a member of the APLUS+ Personalized Learning network of schools. Member
schools are all either home-study schools or have a home-study component. Most
combine independent study with learning center classes. Member schools work together
to develop best practices for this learning model. Personalized learning is characterized

by:

» Individualize learning programs tailored according to the needs of each student.
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> A “university-style” model that supports learning programs and opportunities in
multiple learning environments both within and beyond the classroom.

» Support of one or more learning resource centers that serve as a “community hub”
for wide range of educational activities, including small classes, tutoring,
assessment, testing special education services, and resource libraries.

» Support of a variety of curriculum choices in both core and elective subject areas
to accommodate the individual learning needs, styles, challenges, interests and
aspirations of each student, and to ensure progress towards attaining the
California State Standards.

» The collaborative partnership between the teacher, school, parents, and students to
encourage involvement of parents and students in learning choices and decisions.

» 0Ongoing training of teachers and parents in learning styles, curriculum choices,
and other effective educational opportunities for students.

» Putting the academic needs of students first and maximizing school resources for
the benefit of successful student learning and thereby demonstrating high
standards of integrity, accountability, and academic excellence.

BASIS @QFAME

BASIS is the non-classroom component of FAME. This program allows students
to work independently in their own homes using a variety of curriculums suitable for
each student’s learning needs as well as utilize other community resources. It is the
intent of this program to continue to develop our Dublin resource center in order to offer
classes and workshops relevant to student academic need as well as establish additional
centers in geographical areas of greatest demand. Dublin serves as our “community hub”
under the Personalized Learning model.

Independent study through BASIS requires parents to take a much more active
role in educating their children than in traditional site-based programs. Students and
parents must agree to follow the learning model adopted by our program before entering
our school. Highlights of the program are as follows: (more detailed information can be
found in the Teacher and High School manuals)

e Parents are responsible for the daily monitoring/verification of subjects studied with
scheduled monitoring by a credentialed teacher. Parents must ensure that students
have the workspace, time and materials (school and parent provided) needed to
complete their assignments and must oversee completion of the assignments.
Students AND parents are required to meet with their assigned teacher at least every
20 days. More frequent visits may be required if deemed necessary by either the
parent or the teacher.

e QOur credentialed teachers assign a body of work to be completed during the duration
of the school year that is comparable to (but not necessarily identical) to that which
would be covered in a regular classroom. A student must take a minimum 4 classes
per semester and be working towards high school graduation.
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e Our teachers review all of the work assigned and collect and evaluate at least two
assignments from each subject area for every attendance period which constitutes a
portfolio. If a student does not complete all work assigned within a given month,
they will be put on notice that they may be expelled from the program.

e Our teachers help students and parents choose curriculum that is suitable for the
student’s learning objectives, style, and ability. This may include textbooks,
community college courses, tutoring, and a variety of distance online or text based
learning courses. Our course descriptions outline curriculum options. We try to
maximize flexibility in curriculum choice while at the same time ensuring that
students are mastering content standards, meeting graduation requirements, and being
academically challenged.

e Students are provided discretionary funds for purchasing curriculum materials. The
materials are ordered via our online purchasing system. The Independent Study
Teacher has discretion on how the funds are allocated depending on the student’s
academic and curriculum needs.

e All incoming students take a short placement test. The test covers reading
comprehension, writing, and math. The placement test enables the student’s teacher
to select curriculum that is appropriate to the student’s learning abilities and aids the
student, parent, and teacher in setting up the Personalized Learning plan.

e Our high school counselor works in conjunction with the Independent Study Teacher
to ensure that students take the proper course work to meet the student’s learning
goals and graduation requirements. The counselor is also available to help with
college planning and application on a limited basis.

e We offer two tracks to graduation: General Education and College Preparatory.
Students on the General Education track must complete 200 credits and students
enrolling on our College Preparatory track must earn 230 credits. Both tracks require
specific courses to be completed and all core classes have accompanying course
descriptions that must be followed. In addition, students on our college preparatory
track must complete the UC/CSU 15 course sequence and use curriculum that has
been approved for those courses. (Our UC approved course list can be found in the
appendix).

e All students must take the BASIS Algebra 1 final at the end of the school year or at
the point of completion of the Algebra 1 course.

e Our program is designed to meet or exceed the California Content Standards. Course
descriptions have been developed for core courses and must be followed in order to
receive credit for a course. Mid-terms and final exams must be taken as indicated in
the course descriptions.
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e \We operate on a semester basis. No summer school is available. Letter grades are
issued at the end of each semester. Credits are granted in increments of 5, a full year
course earning 10 credits. Partial credit is not granted. Students are promoted from
one grade to the next based on total credits earned not by age or year in school.

e Students that perform at the below basic or far below basic levels on California State
Standardized Testing and Reporting Program (STAR), or who do not pass the
CAHSEE are put on an academic intervention plan.

The students and parents also have access to our resource center library located in
Dublin. This facility was opened in August 2005 and per the FAME charter, we will be
seeking to open further resource centers in the coming years. The library contains
curriculum and other resource materials designed to support the academic achievement of
our students. Further, teachers and students/parents may meet at the library for their
monthly meetings. SST and SPED meetings also take place at the center. In addition,
students may take a variety of community based classes provided by contracted
Educational Service Providers. These include but are not limited to VAPA, Physical
Education, Foreign Language and other elective courses. We also offer several fieldtrips
and workshops throughout the year aimed to supplement and supports our students’
educational experience within our program.

FAME @ San Leandro

The 9-12 program at San Leandro is a hybrid independent study site based
program. The students choosing to attend this program are required to attend classes
daily. We offer a variety of courses designed to cover the core content areas of Language
Arts, Math, Social Studies, Science and Foreign Language. Students also receive ELL
support and have access to some elective courses. Students are required to complete any
courses not offered at the center as an independent study class. These additional courses
are coordinated and monitored by the home-room teacher. These students receive an
individualized learning plan that is coordinated through the home-room teacher and the
school counselor. They receive direct instruction in lieu of discretionary funds and the
curriculum is selected and provided by the school. Student’s in this program also have
access to a computer lab, community college courses, school wide field trips, and
individualized tutoring.

The functioning of these two programs is governed by charter school law and
Independent Study code. To date we have had three unqualified external audits and have
demonstrated an exemplary program both fiscally and instructionally.

Student Community Data
Due to the nature of independent study, student enrollment is fairly transitory. Although
our numbers have remained constant or increased over the passed three years, the make-

up of the student body fluctuates. The following groups of students typically enter our IS
program:
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e Students whose personal life circumstances prevent them from fully
participating in traditional forms of public or private education; i.e.; long-
term physical illness, pregnancy, or other concerns related to physical
safety, etc.

e Students whose access to rigorous and challenging curriculums and
learning resources are limited by economics and/or remote distances.

e Students whose parents feel that their local schools do not meet their
students needs for an academically rigorous and challenging academic
program.

e Students whose families have special concerns regarding their social and
emotional development.

e Students with specialized skills, talents or abilities that require extensive
travel (e.g., athletics, performing arts, etc.).

e Students who migrate with their families during the year.

e Students who are at risk of failing or dropping out of their district
programs.

e Students whose parents want more choice in curriculum and methods of
instruction in order to tailor their child’s educational program.

e Students needing individualized instruction.

BASIS began primarily as an option for parents who wanted to homeschool their children
and were willing and able to serve as the primary educational facilitator. We now serve a
significant number of at risk students as defined by students entering with failing grades,
behind in credits, or having dropped out of their prior program. These students come to
BASIS looking for an educational alternative that allows for a more personalized one-to-
one approach. These students typically have less parent support which is requiring us to
re-evaluate our service model.

Data Collection

Currently FAME uses PowerSchool for our Student Data Management System. This
system tracks student enroliment and daily attendance. We also have an online school
store managed through School Logix. This program is used for ordering student
curriculum, classes, and tutoring. We do not have a test data management system. Over
the past year we have determined that PowerSchool may not be an effective tool for our
data management in the long run. We are currently researching student and test data
management systems to determine the most effective method of collecting, archiving, and
disaggregating our data.

FAME Charter School WASC Self-Study 2005-06 7



Student Enrollment by Region:

FAME’s independent study program is chartered to serve the student’s of Alameda
County and the six contingent counties that surround it: Contra Costa, Stanislaus, San
Francisco, San Mateo, San Joaquin and Santa Clara.

Enrollment by Region 2004-05
1%

3%

2% o Alameda
| Contra Costa

37% 43% 0O San Joaquin

O San Francisco
W San Mateo

O Santa Clara

14%

Enrollment by Region - BASIS Only 2005-06

3% 4%

O Alameda
43% B Contra Costa
O San Joaquin

25%
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W San Mateo

25%

BASIS 2005-06 Enrollment varies by region. Virtually all of San Leandro’s enrollment
is from Alameda County.
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Enrollment Numbers:

BASIS
YEAR 9" Grade | 10" Grade | 11" Grade 12" Total % of
Grade BASIS Combine
Enrollment
2005/06
As of Oct 1, 34 35 25 25 119 67%
05
2004/05
As of 44 33 28 26 131 70%
March 05
2003/04
As of 32 19 26 10 87 12%
March 04
2002/03
As of 19 27 11 15 12 7%
March 03

The BASIS program has seen an increase enrollment over the past four years. We
anticipate our 2005 numbers will match or exceed prior years as we continue to enroll

students.

SAN LEANDRO

YEAR 9" Grade | 10" Grade | 11" Grade | 12" Total % of
Grade San Combined
Leandro | Enrollment
2005/06
As of Oct 1, 20 15 11 12 58 33%
05
2004/05
As of 25 11 14 7 57 30%
March 05
2003/04
As of 15 11 6 2 34 28%
March 04
2002/03
As of 9 7 2 3 21 23%
March 03

San Leandro’s enrollment is affected by physical space. 2004/05 and 2005/06 reflect
maximum capacity for their high school program.
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COMBINED HIGH SCHOOL ENROLLMENT

YEAR 9" Grade 10" Grade | 11" Grade | 12" Grade Total
2005/06
As of Oct 1, 54 50 36 37 177
05
2004/05
As of March 69 44 42 33* 188
05
2003/04
As of March 47 30 32 12* 121
04
2002/03
As of March 28 34 13 18* 93
03
*These totals do not reflect students who graduated mid-year nor enrollments after
October 1% 2005.
(Updated Information: As of February 2006, combined high school enrollment was 200
students)
Combined High School Enrollment
200 — 177
1501 121
63
50 |
0
2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06
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Enrollment by Gender:

San Leandro 2004-05

22, 39% @ San Leandro 2004-05
Male
34 61% m San Leandro 2004-05
o Female
San Leandro 2005-06
18, 31% O San Leandro 2005-06 Male

W San Leandro 2005-06
Female

40, 69%

BASIS 2004-05

O BASIS 2004-05 Male
-63, 48%
68, 52% '
W BASIS 2004-05

Female
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BASIS 2005-06

50, 42%

69, 58%

@ BASIS 2004-05 Male
m BASIS 2004-05 Female

Enrollment by Ethnicity:

Student Ethnicity 2004-05

11, 6%

9, 5%
5, 3%
29, 15%

68, 36%

40, 21%

26, 14%

@ African American

m Asian Indian

O Declined to State

O Hispanic or Latino

m Other Asian

@ White (Not Hispanic)
m Other
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FAME serves a very diverse population and has multi-cultural education as one of its key
instructional goals. The following graphic represents the combined ethnic make-up for
the students enrolled in BASIS and at San Leandro for the 2004-05 school-year.
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The following represents ethnicity information for the 2005-06 school-year.
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BASIS @ FAME 2005-06 Ethnicity Data
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26, 45%

FAME San Leandro 2005-06 Ethnicity Data
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English Language Learners:

FAME @ San Leandro: Per the FAME Charter, our EL program will be as follows: EL
instruction will be provided through English immersion. EL students will receive special
one-on-one attention during the day for a minimum of 45-minutes.
classroom systems are based on an “inclusion” philosophy and are similar to inclusion of
special education students in classrooms of their peers. However, teachers are given

FAME Charter School
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autonomy within their classroom to determine, depending on the home languages of EL
students, whether a literacy coach is needed to support immersion or, in instances where
there are extreme comprehension deficits, bilingual immersion. This flexible and teacher
driven system of leaving “No Child Behind” removes EL labels that not only mask
teachers and blind students, but often times unnecessarily qualify students for special
education services. This plan is much more defined over our prior charter. Given the
relatively large number of EL students at San Leandro, we anticipate this will be a more
effective process which will enable our students to succeed in their high school
coursework. We are currently in the process of implementing this program.

BASIS @ FAME: BASIS has not historically had a defined EL program. We do
conduct CELDT testing and address student language needs via curriculum selection.
Per the FAME charter, students in need of support with English as a second language will
receive individualized tutoring and targeted learning resources. As we continue to refine
our program we will begin implementing this program. This year will be our base year
for both programs in identifying who our EL students are and will direct our
implementation. BASIS home-study typically has not had a large EL population.

EL services include:

*Access to CLAD certified teachers.

*Administration of the CELDT.

*Determination of language acquisition level of EL students.
*Translation services for parents and students.

*State approved materials provided and suggested for EL students.
*Appropriate accommodations for state mandated tests.

Home Languages for 2004-05

Rank/Language Grade Grade Grade Grade Total % of
9 10 11 12 Total

1.Arabic 7 4 2 3 16 50%

2.Spanish 6 4 3 0 13 40%

3.All other non- 1 0 1 0 2 6%

English

4 Hindi 0 0 1 0 1 2%

5.Russian 1 0 0 0 1 2%

EL Totals 15 8 7 3 32

% of Totals 46% 25% 21% 8% 100%

e % of students of total 2004-05 enrollment indicating a language other than
English is spoken in the home was 16.7% (Based on an enrollment of 191)

e Data is from the October 5, 2004 CBEDS report
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Home Languages for 2005-06

BASIS @ FAME
Language | Grade 9 Grade 10 | Grade 11 | Grade 12 Total % of Total
Arabic 0 4 3 1 8 6%
Spanish 0 1 3 2 6 5%
English 38 29 16 20 103 82%
Farsi 0 1 1 0 2 2%
Hindi 0 0 0 1 1 NA
Other 2 3 1 0 6 5%
Total
Grade 40 37 24 24 126 126
Enrollment
%
Reporting | 5o, 24% 33% 17% 18%
Language
other than
English

Preliminary CELDT scores for 2005-06 indicate that as of October 30 there were 2

EL students and 1 FEP student enrolled in BASIS @ FAME.

FAME San Leandro

Language | Grade9 | Grade 10 | Grade 11 | Grade 12 Total % of Total
Arabic 8 5 7 8 28 48%
Spanish 0 0 0 0 0 0
English 2 5 3 4 14 24%

Farsi 1 2 2 0 5 9%
Hindi 0 2 0 2 4 7%
Other 3 3 0 1 7 12%
Total
Grade 14 17 12 15 58
Enrollment
%

Reporting | gg0, 71% 75% 73% 76%

Language

Other than
English

Preliminary CELDT scores for 2005-06 indicate that as of October 30 there were 9
EL students and 10 FEP students enrolled at San Leandro. Representing 16% and
17% of the total enrollment respectively. Data taken from FAME enrollment form
home language survey.

FAME Charter School
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Special Education:

FAME SE services are integrated into the mainstream general education program
for all students. Special services personnel work collaboratively with the general
education classroom, independent study teacher, or parent-educator to meet the
educational requirements of children with exceptional needs for full inclusion placement.

Our goal is to allow children with disabilities to be educated with their peers in
the regular classroom to the extent possible, to ensure a free and appropriate public
education in a least restrictive environment. Student academic achievement and
functional performance is monitored regularly.

Each educator is an integral part of the implementation of an individual education
plan (IEP). Specialists are available to provide services that include adjustments to the
learning environment, modifications of instructional methods, adaptation of curricula, the
use of positive behavioral supports and interventions, supporting the general education
teacher, or applying appropriate accommodations to meet the needs of individual
children.

FAME recognizes that some children who have not been exposed to early
fundamental literacy skills, or exposed to marginally effective general education reading
curricula and instruction, or that are implemented with poor integrity, require effective
instructional practices and focused systematic intervention. Our Student Success Teams
(SST) intervene early using a response to intervention model and provide services to
students before they are identified as having a disability. This flexibility allows us to
address difficulties children have; prevent a disability from developing; reduce the
severity of any potential disability; or identify children earlier as needing to undergo an
evaluation process. The majority of SE referrals come through our SST.

Our Special Education staff includes Louise Himkamp, M.A., NCSP, Local
Education Agency Director; Pam White, Resource Specialist; and Kelli Durham, Special
Education Coordinator. We work with Total Education Solutions who also provide our
school with highly qualified Speech Therapists and any other designated services we
need to meet the needs of our Special Education students.

FAME is a Local Education Agency (LEA) for special education services and a member
of the Tri-Vally Special Education Local Plan Area (SELPA). Participants include: The
Alameda County Office of Education (of which we are a part), and the Dublin,
Livermore, Pleasanton, Sunol, and Mt. House school districts.

Special education services include:

*Coordination of IEPs and 504 Plans

*|EP meeting with Initial, Interims, Triennials, and Reviews
*Speech and language assessments and services

*Academic support to students via special education providers
*Qccupational Therapy services

*Medical/health assessments as required

*Psychological assessments and support
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*0Ongoing curriculum consultation with parents and Independent Study Teachers
*Remedial instruction in reading with a variety of curriculum
*Student Success Team (SST) meetings

2004-2005 Special Education Status by Grade

# of Special Ed % of Special Ed
Grade Students Students
Level
9 2 29%
10 1 14%
11 3 43%
12 1 14%
All 7 99%

e SPED students represented 3.7% of the 2004-05 High School enrollment
e BASIS had 5 SPED students and San Leandro had 2 SPED students.

As of January 15", 2006 our total 2005-06 High School SE enrollment totals
students.

FAME Charter School WASC Self-Study 2005-06
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Other Community Data

At the end of the 2004-05 school-year we sent a survey to every family that was enrolled
in our program. The purpose of this survey was to get a broader picture of the students
and families involved in our program. We received 65 responses which represented 33%
of our student enrollment at that time. A copy of the survey can be found in the
appendix. We are including information which we feel is relevant and important to
understanding the academic environment of our students in this section of the self study.

Number of People in Household

35
31

30

25

20 ~

15

10 ~

5-8 9-12 >12
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Number of Parents in Household

Single Parent,
15,24%

Two Parent, 47,

@ Single Parent
76%

@ Two Parent

Household Income

Delined to State | 7
Over 100,000 |5

81,000-100,000 | 7

61,000-80,000 16

41,000-60,000 | 110

21,000-40,000 | 15
Less Than 20,000 | 13

0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 16

76% of the students in the survey live with two parents.
50% of those surveyed have 5-8 people in the household.
40% of those surveyed have 0-4 people in the household.

44% of those surveyed have total family income of $40,000 dollars per year or less.

53% of the single parent households had a total yearly income of less than $20,000.
Nearly 50% of those surveyed who have 5-8 people in the household have a total family
income of $40,000 or less.
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Graduation Rates

Graduation rates have historically been hard for us to track as students move in and out of
our program from year to year. We currently do not differentiate between students who
have been in our program for 4 years or have transferred in. Many also have the option
of transferring out again before their senior year to graduate with their local schools.
Others transfer in as 12" graders. We are beginning to see more matriculation from our
K-8 program and will have opportunity to begin tracking students graduating from within
FAME by program. Additionally, San Leandro has a fairly consistent population.
2005/06 will be the first year that the two sites will keep separate enrollment data making
it easier to record matriculation.

In 2003 we had 25 students in our graduating class: all were transfer students as this was
our 1% graduating class.

In 2004 we had 15 students in our graduating class: 7 students were enrolled during their
11th grade year.

In 2005 we had 35 students in our graduating class: 12 students were enrolled during
their 11" grade year and 11 students were enrolled during their 10" and 11" grade years.

Class of 2005 Post High School Graduation Plans

We have not formally kept post-enrollment data. However, as part of our graduation
ceremony we request students to identify their post graduation plans. Last year’s
graduating class indicated the following:

Attend Four Year College: 3

Attend Community College and Transfer to Four Year University: 14
Attend Community College for A.A.: 2

Vocational or Specialized: 6

Enter the workforce: 1

Undecided: 1

No Information: 10

The students enrolling in four year university or community college with intent to
transfer to a university were pursuing: Pharmacology, Recording Engineering, History,
Anthropology, Psychology, Nursing, Optometry, Pre-Med (2), Accounting, and
Journalism.

Students enrolling A.A. or Vocational programs were pursuing: Law Enforcement (2),

Firefighting, Cosmetology (3), Graphic Arts, Game Art and Design, and
Audiovisual/Sound Technology.
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SAT

Each year we do have some students who take the SAT. At this point we do not have
reliable methods of gathering the results. From the number indicated above we can
determine that most of our students are preparing for community college or vocational
training. Therefore, the number of students completing our college preparatory track is
low which in turn corresponds to a low number of students taking the SAT. We intend to
begin tracking this more thoroughly as we expand our college prep program and
implement student information data systems.

Community Involvement

FAME believes that the “community is the classroom” therefore we have students
involved in all areas of their communities. Students are earning credit by performing
community service, learning employments skills by combining employment within an
academic structure, taking classes at a community college or by entering local ROP
programs. Additionally, we contract with a number of Educational Support Providers
(ESP) that work with our students providing tutoring; music, drama and art classes,
online college preparatory classes, and writing instruction. We also offer several field
trips throughout the year students may participate in. FAME San Leandro recently began
a Leadership class in which students take on a variety of tasks such as school clean-up,
fund-raising, and planning for their graduation celebration.

Parent Workshops and Support

Parents are an integral part of the independent study process. We support them by
ensuring that appropriate curriculum, ESP vendors, and educational programs are
available for students. Additionally, our goal is to offer two parent workshops per year.
Some examples of workshops we have held are: preparing for the CAHSEE, Student
Organizational Services, and writing instruction. In addition we are in the process of
implementing a parent listserv so that we can more effectively communicate with our
families and we are looking to update and/or redesign our website so that we can provide
more resource information to our parents and students.

Attendance

We generally have positive school attendance each school day. San Leandro has an
established tardiness and absence policy based on required daily attendance at the center.
In addition, we require that students complete at least 80% of the assigned work in any
given attendance period. If they do not, absences are accrued. Further, students are
placed on notice that if they do not complete their work as assigned they may be dropped
from the program. (See the Missed appointment/Assignment policy in the Teacher
Manual).

High School Teaching Staff
11 of our staff have clear Multiple Subject California teaching credentials

3 have Preliminary Multiple Subject credentials
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1 has a Preliminary Specialized Biology/Life Sciences credential

1 has a Temporary Professional Clear Single in Math and Physics credential
1 has a Temporary Professional Multiple Subject credential

2 have Standard Elementary credentials

2 have a single subject English credential

10 credentials include CLAD

1 credential includes Reading Language Arts Specialist

1 credential includes a Heath Science emphasis

Staff Development

Staff development is ongoing and follows two strands to insure the Independent Study
Teachers (ISTs) meet the needs of their students. ISTs are trained and supported
primarily by the program administrators. This includes training in: paperwork, choosing
curriculum, ordering materials, supporting parents, understanding and implementing
policies and procedures, and high school course and graduation requirements. The
second strand is long term “best practices” that include better ways to help students meets
their educational goals as determined by their personalized learning plans.

Staff development and teacher training occur throughout the year. We hold monthly staff
meetings and nine full day staff developments. The monthly meetings cover any new
information or processes, allow for submission of student records, as well as leave time
for networking about curriculum and teaching strategies. During our staff development
meetings we schedule guest speakers who provide information on such topics as teaching
strategies, curriculum and instruction, learning styles, child abuse prevention and
reporting, and work place setup.

We are currently examining our training process to determine better ways to support new
staff. Other sections of this report address this topic in more detail.
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Outcome Data

Federal Accountability: Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP)

For 2005 BASIS made the AYP requirement meeting 22 of its 22 AYP Criteria.

For 2004 BASIS did not meet the AYP requirement. We met 5 out of the 11 criteria.

Academic Performance Index (API)

Year Base Target Score Growth
2003 N/A N/A 689 N/A
2004 689 695 677 -12
2005 666 673 713 47

e The points in the Target column indicate the number of points BASIS was
required to achieve while the points in the Score column indicate the actual

points. The Growth column indicates the growth in points.

e In 2004 BASIS’s overall APl was 12 points lower than was required.
e In 2005 BASIS’s overall APl was 47 points higher than was required.
e This data reflects the entire K-12 school population. 213 students are included in

the 2003 API, 328 are students are included in the 2004 API, and 352 students are

included in the 2005 API.
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California High School Exit Exam Data

San Leandro 2004 and 2005

Mathematics

English-Language Arts

Year | #Tested | #Passed | %Passed | #Tested | #Passed | %Passed
2004 11 3 27% 11 4 36%
2005 33 13 39% 28 13 46%

e 2004 included test data for 10™ grade students only.
e 2005 includes test data for 10th and 11" grade students from all administrations.
e The student population was consistent over the course of both years

BASIS 2004 and 2005

Mathematics English-Language Arts

Year | #Tested | #Passed | %oPassed | #Tested | #Passed | %Passed
2004 17 13 76% 17 15 88%
2005 37 17 45% 34 20 58%

e 2004 included test data for 10™ grade students only.

e 2005 includes test data for 10th and 11" grade students from all administrations.

e The number of students passing the ELA portion of the exam decreased by 31%
from 2004 to 2005.
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Combined Results 2004 and 2005

Mathematics

English-Language Arts

Year | #Tested | #Passed | %Passed | #Tested | #Passed | %Passed
2004 28 16 57% 28 19 68%
2005 70 30 43% 62 33 53%

e 2004 included test data for 10™ grade students only.
e 2005 includes test data for 10th and 11" grade students from all administrations.

Additional Information:

e 1n 2005 43 10" grade Mathematics answer documents were processed: 56% of
10" graders passed the Math portion of the exam, 26% of 11" graders taking the
exam passed

e In 2005 43 10™ grade ELA answer documents were processed: 62% of 10"
graders passed the ELA portion of the exam, 39% of 11" graders passed the ELA
portion of the exam.

e Statewide, 76 percent of grade ten students passed the ELA part of the CAHSEE,
and 74 percent passed the mathematics part.

Data Regarding the February 2005 10" Grade Census:

e The average score on the written essay portion of the exam for 10" graders who
did not pass during the February 2005 census administration was 1.3 compared
with 2.5 for those that did pass.

e The average score for Writing Strategies for those who did not pass was 32.8%
and for Writing Conventions was 44%. This compares with 75% and 66%
respectively to student who did pass.

e Of the students who did not pass the average Word Analysis, Reading
Comprehension, and Literary Response scores were 47.6%, 43.6%, and 45%
respectively, compared to 83%, 83%, and 84% of those that did pass.

During this same administration, 12 students were EL or FEP. 8 of these students did not
pass the exam putting the non-pass rate for EL student at 66% compared with 47% for all
students tested during this administration. Note: due to inconsistent reporting strategies,
the EL numbers have a margin of error. We are working to ensure that EL data being
collected for this year is more accurate.
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Gender Pass Rates 2004 and 2005

Mathematics

English-Language Arts

Year | #Tested | #Passed | %Passed | #Tested | #Passed | %Passed
Male Male Male Male
2004 13 9 69% 13 9 69%
Female | Female Female | Female
15 7 47% 15 10 67%
Male Male Male Male
2005 27 11 41% 26 11 42%
Female | Female Female | Female
43 19 44% 36 61% 61%
Language Fluency Pass Rates for 2005
Mathematics English-Language Arts
Language # Tested | #Passed | %Passed | #Tested | #Passed | %Passed
English Only 31 20 65% 29 21 72%
Redesignated
Fluent 19 6 32% 17 7 41%
English Prof.
(RFEP)
English 20 4 20% 16 5 31%
Learners
(EL)
Total 70 30 43% 62 33 53%

56% of the students taking the 2005 Mathematics portion of the exam were
RFEP/EL students.
53% of the students taking the 2005 ELA portion of the exam were RFEP/EL

students.

33% of the students taking the 2004 Mathematics portion of the exam were
RFEP/EL students. The individual numbers were statistically too small to
represent here.
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e 33% of the students taking the 2004 ELA portion of the exam were RFEP/EL
students. The individual numbers were statistically too small to represent here.
Note: due to inconsistent reporting strategies, the EL numbers have a margin of error.
We are working to ensure that EL data being collected for this year is more accurate.

Special Education Pass Rates 2005

e San Leandro had two students designated as Special Education in 10" or 11"
grade. Neither student passed either section of the exam during the 2005
administrations.

e BASIS had three students designated as Special Education in 10" or 11"
grade. One student passed neither section, one student passed both sections,
and one student passed the ELA section only during the 2005 administrations.

2005-2006 School Year
The following represent results from the November 2005 CAHSEE administration for
11" and 12" grade students.

San Leandro November CAHSEE Results - Math
9
8
7
6
5 O New
4 m Continuing
3
2
] |
0 Pass Not Passed
O New 1 0
m Continuing 1 9

e Of the students who did not pass; 3 are 11" grade student students, 6 are 12
grade student students.

e Of the students who did not pass, 1 is EL and 1 is SE/EL.

e 11 students took the test; 82% did not pass, 18% passed.

FAME Charter School WASC Self-Study 2005-06 27



BASIS @ FAME November CAHSEE Results - Math
4.5
4
3.5
3 4
2.5 O New
2 @ Continuing
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0 Pass Not Passed
@ New 2 4
m Continuing 1 4

e Of the students who did not pass; 5 are 11" grade students, 3 are 12" grade
students. All of the 12" grade students are new students this year.

e Of the students who did not pass; 1 is EL.

e 11 Students took the test; 73% did not pass, 27% passed.

Totals

e A total of 22 Students took the Mathematics portion of the exam. 23% Passed
77% did not pass.

e 3 EL students took the exam and did not pass.
e 1 SE student took the exam and did not pass.
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San Leandro November CAHSEE Results - ELA

Pass

Not Passed

@ New
m Continuing

O New

1

m Continuing

5

e Of the students who did not pass; 4 are 11" grade students, 2 are 12" grade

students.

e Of the students who did not pass: 1 is EL and 1 is SE/EL.
e 7 students took the exam, 86% did not pass, 14% passed.

O New
@ Continuing

BASIS @ FAME November CAHSEE Results - ELA
3.5
3 |
2.5
2
1.5
1
0.5
0 Pass Not Passed
O New 3 3
m Continuing 3 1

e Of the students who did not pass; 2 are 11™ grade students, 2 are 12" grade
students. Both of the 12" grade students are new this year.
e Of the students who did not pass; 1 is EL.
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e 10 students took the exam; 40% did not pass, 60% passed.

Totals

e 17 Students took the exam. 59% did not pass, 41% passed.
e 2 EL students took the exam and did not pass.
e 1 SE/EL student took the exam and did not pass.

STAR Data

San Leandro English-Language Arts 2005

48 Students Tested
Grade Far Below Below Basic Proficient | Advanced | % Prof
Basic Basic or Above

9" Grade 2 8 11 3 -- 13%
10" Grade 1 3 3 3 - 30%
11" Grade 3 5 5 1 -- 7%

Total 6 16 18 7 -- 15%
% of Total 13% 34% 38% 15%

2005 Statewide Students scoring Proficient and Above:
o™ Grade — 43%, 10" Grade - 36%, 11" Grade — 36% Total: 38%

Total Number of Students

Far Below
Basic

Below
Basic

Basic

Proficient

Advanced

O Total Number of Students

e No students scored in the Advanced range.
e 85% of the students scored Basic or below.
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BASIS English-Language Arts 2005

78 Students Tested
Grade Far Below | Below Basic Proficient | Advanced | % Prof
Basic Basic or Above
9" Grade 7 4 10 9 63%
10" Grade 7 7 5 5 4 32%
11" Grade 4 6 3 5 2 35%
Total 11 20 12 20 15 45%
% of Total 14% 26% 15% 26% 19%

2005 Statewide Students scoring Proficient and Above:
9™ Grade - 43%, 10" Grade — 36%, 11" Grade — 36% Total: 38%

Total Number of Students

25
20
15
@ Total Number of Students
10
5
0
Far Below Below Basic Proficient  Advanced
Basic Basic
e 45% of students scored Proficient or above.
e Statewide: 38% of students scored Proficient or above.
e 550% of the students scored Basic or below.
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Combined English-Language Arts 2005

127 Students Tested

Grade Far Below | Below Basic Proficient | Advanced | % Prof
Basic Basic or Above
9" Grade 2 15 15 13 9 41%
10" Grade 8 10 8 8 4 32%
11" Grade 7 11 8 6 2 24%
Total 17 36 31 27 15 34%
% of Total 13% 29% 25% 21% 12%

2005 Statewide Students scoring Proficient and Above:
9™ Grade - 43%, 10" Grade — 36%, 11" Grade — 36% Total: 38%

Total Number of Students

40
35
30
25
20 @ Total Number of Students
15
10
5
0
Far Below Below Basic Proficient  Advanced
Basic Basic
e 34% of the students scored Proficient or above.
e Statewide: 36% of students scored Proficient or above.
e 66% of the students scored Basic or below.
e The above data includes SPED and EL students.
e 19 Students were designated EL; 9 students had Unknown Fluency; See
results below.
e Of the 10™ grade students scored Basic or below, the average score in Reading
Comprehension was 46%, the average score on Writing Strategies was 43%.
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English Language Learners 2005

Total | Advanced | Proficient Basic Below Far Below
Tested Basic Basic
English
Only or 99 14 | 14% | 25 | 25% | 23 | 23% | 27 | 28% | 9 10%
FEE
English
Learner 19 1 | 5% | 2 |[10% | 4 |21% | 7 | 38% 5} 26%
Unknown
Fluency 9 0 0 0 0 4 | 45% | 2 | 22% | 3 | 33%
Total 127 15 27 31 36 17
e 40% of English Only or FEE students were Proficient or above.
e 16% of English Learner students were Proficient or above.
e 0% of the Unknown Fluency students were Proficient or above.
e Of the 19 English Learner Students, 7 were enrolled at BASIS, 12 were enrolled

at San Leandro.
2005 Statewide, an average of 5% of EL students were Proficient or above.

e Do to reporting inconsistencies the above information has an unknown margin of

error.

SPED 2005

3 Students Tested: 1 Student tested Basic on ELA, 2 students tested FBB in ELA.
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English Language Arts Proficiency by Ethnicity 2005

Ethnicity #Tested # Proficient or % Proficient or
Above Above
African American 9 2 22%
American Indian or
Alaska Native 1 0 0%
Asian 29 6 21%
Filipino 1 1 100%
Hispanic or Latino 25 9 36%
Pacific Islander 1 0 0%
White (Not of His.) 41 21 51%
Declined to State 19 4 21%
Unknown 1 0 0%

% data reported indicates the percent of students achieving at the proficient or advanced
level (meeting or exceeding state standards).

Gender Data 2005
Grade Male % Proficient or Female % Proficient or
Above Above
9 27 41 27 41
10 15 34 23 30
11 14 35 21 14
General Math 2005
34 Students Tested
Site Far Below Basic Proficient | Advanced | Total % Prof
Below Basic Tested | or
Basic Above
San 1 4 9 6 2 22 36%
Leandro
BASIS 2 7 0 3 0 12 25%
Total 3 11 9 9 2
% of Total 9% 32% 26% 26% 7%

e 32% of the students tested scored at Proficient or above.
e Statewide: 22% of students scored Proficient of above.
e 78% of the students tested scored Basic or below.
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e 64% of the San Leandro students scored Basic or below.

e 75% of the BASIS students scored Basic or below.

Algebra 1 2005
40 Students Tested
Site Far Below Basic Proficient | Advanced | Total
Below Basic Tested
Basic
San 1 8 5 1 0 15
Leandro
BASIS 3 12 9 1 0 25
Total 4 20 14 2 0
% of Total 10% 50% 35% 5% 0
e 509 of the students tested scored at Proficient or above.
e Statewide: 19% of students score Proficient or above.
e 950% of the students tested scored at Basic or below, 60% Below Basic or below.
e 93% of the San Leandro students scored Basic or below, 66% Below Basic or
below.
e 95% of the BASIS students scored Basic or below, 60% scored Below Basic or
below.
Algebra 2 2005

10 Students took the Algebra 2 test.

e 2 Students or 20% scored Basic
e 5 Students or 50% scored Below Basic
e 3 Students or 30% scored Far Below Basic

Earth Science 2005

San Leandro: 24 Students Tested: 67% tested Below Basic or below (16); 25% tested
Basic (6), 4% tested Proficient (1).

BASIS: 22 Students Tested: 96% tested Below Basic or below (17); 41% tested Below
Basic (9); 5% tested Proficient (1).

Biology 2005

25 Students Tested: 100% scored Basic or below

World History 2005

38 Students Tested: 87% tested Basic or below (33)
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US History 2005

34 Students Tested: 85% tested Basic or below (29)

STAR Historical Comparisons

CST Overall Achievement

English Language Arts

Grade 2003 2004 2005
55 Students Tested | 94 Students Tested | 127 Students Tested

9 38% 39% 42%

10 25% 37% 32%

11 14% 25% 24%

Scores indicate % of student scoring Proficient or above

ELA Scores by Grade

45%
40% 1
35% |
223 I 3 2003
200; 1] m 2004
1506 0 2005
10% -
5% 1
0%

e 9% of students scoring Proficient and above increased in every grade level
over 2003.

e 9% of 9" graders scoring Proficient and above increased in both 2004 and
2005.

e % of 10" and 11" graders scoring Proficient and above increased in 2004 and
saw a slight decrease in 2005.
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General Math

Grade 2003 2004 2005
2 students Tested 19 Students Tested 34 Students Tested
All Students * 16% 32%

Scores indicate % of student scoring Proficient or above

*Data was not available

e The percentage of students taking the General Math test almost doubled from

2004 to 2005.
e The percentage of students scoring Proficient or above increased by 16 percentage
points.
Algebra 1
Grade 2003 2004 2005
34 students Tested | 35 Students Tested | 40 Students Tested
All Students 3% 11% 5%

Scores indicate % of student scoring Proficient or above

*Data was not available

e The number of students taking the Algebra 1 test has remained fairly constant
over the past three years.

e The percentage of students scoring Proficient and above increased dramatically
between 2003 and 2004, and then decreased dramatically again between 2004 and

2005.

e The overall percentage of students score Proficient or above has remained low
over the past three years.
e The percentage of Alameda County students scoring at Proficient or above is

15%.

CAT 6 Results

e In 2005 the CAT/6 tests were eliminated from the STAR testing program.

e The scores are reported in terms of the percentage of students scoring at or above
the national average. For example, in 2004 the 9™ grade students scored 37% in
mathematics; that means 37% of the 9™ grade students scored at or above the
national average in math, while 63% scored below the national average.

e The goal for all schools was that at least 50% of all students would score at or
above the national average.
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READING Overall Achievement

CAT/6 2003 CAT/6 2004
Grade # Tested % At or Above # Tested % At or Above
50" NPA* 50" NPA
9 21 62% 41 58%
10 20 65% 27 48%
11 13 38% 24 46%

*National Percentile Average: The goal for all schools is that at least 50% of their
students would score at or above the NPA.

e The number of students tested increased in all grades.

e The % of students meeting the NPA decreased for the 9" grade by 4 percentage
points.

e The % of students meeting the NPA for the 10" grade decreased by 17 percentage
points.

e The % of students meeting the NPA increased for the 11" grade students 8
percentage point.

LANGUAGE Overall Achievement

CAT/6 2003 CAT/6 2004
Grade # Tested % At or Above # Tested % At or Above
50" NPA 50" NPA
9 21 67% 41 60%
10 20 60% 27 48%
11 13 31% 24 54%

e The number of students tested increased in all grades.

e The % of students meeting the NPA decreased for the 9" grade by 7 percentage
point.

e The % of students meeting the NPA decreased for the 10" grade by 12 percentage
points.

e The % of students meeting the NPA increased for the 11" grade by 23 percentage
points.

MATH Overall Achievement

CAT/6 2003 CAT/6 2004
Grade # Tested % At or Above # Tested % At or Above
50" NPA 50" NPA
9 21 45% 41 37%
10 20 20% 27 33%
11 13 14% 24 25%
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e The number of students tested increased in all grades.

e The % of students meeting the NPA decreased for the 9" grade by 8 percentage

points.

e The % of student meeting the NPA increased for the 10" graders by 13

percentage points.
e The % of students meeting the NPA increased for the 11" grade by 11 percentage

points.

California English Language Development Test (CELDT) 2004-05

Proficiency
Levels Arabic Spanish Other
Number Tested (#) 21 19 6
Advanced % 14% 16% 17%
Early Advanced % 43% 47% 50%
Intermediate % 29% 32% 17%
Early 0 5% 17%
Intermediate%
Beginning % 14% 0 0

Process and Perception Data

In November 2005 we sent surveys to all families with at least one high school student
enrolled in our program at that time. The surveys were different for BASIS @ FAME

and San Leandro. For BASIS @ FAME, 32 surveys were returned representing 42% of

enrolled students. For San Leandro, 7 surveys were returned representing 12% of

enrolled students.

Results for BASIS @ FAME

We found that the average number of people per household was 6. 84% were from two

parent households.

Income ranges were as follows:
Less than 20,000 per year: 5
21,000-40,000 per year: 3
41,000-60,000 per year: 6
61,000-80,000 per year: 3
81,000-100,000 per year: 7

Over 100,000 per year: 5

No Response: 3
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63% of those responding indicated that the main reason they had enrolled in BASIS @
FAME was a desire for an academic program tailored to their child’s learning needs.
23% of those responding indicated the main reason for enrolling was that they felt their
child was unsafe at a prior school. Another 19% indicated that their child was either
behind in credits or failing at their prior school.

91% of those responding indicated that there was at least one computer in the home.
84% had Internet access, and 75% of the students reported using a computer to do
complete their coursework. The average number of hours spent on the computer per
week was 6.

50% of the students indicated that their post-high school plans were to attend a four year
university and 19% indicated that they planned to attend community college upon
graduation. 22% were undecided. 60% of the responses indicated that the students were
involved in extra-curricular activities.

Respondents were asked to respond to a series of statements indicating whether they
Strongly Disagreed, Somewhat Disagreed, had No Opinion, Somewhat Agreed, Strongly
Agreed, or did not know. Each of the responses was weighted on a 0-5 scale with 5 being
the highest and an overall ranking for each statement was assigned.

Overall, parents were satisfied to very satisfied with our curriculum choices and teacher
support. Both of these categories had a 4.4 rating. The rating fell into the 3.1-3.4 range
for overall satisfaction with field trip and workshop selections, student support services,
and distance learning options. We received an overall program effectiveness rating of
4.0.

In terms of organization for student learning, most statements received a ranking of 4.0 or
higher. We received lower than 4.0 ranking on items relating to communication and
decision making.

Statements relating to curriculum and instruction also received mostly favorable
rankings. In general, items related to teacher qualification, contact and support received
4.4-4.8 ratings. We fell under 4.0 on items relating to support such as resources for
evaluating writing and extra help from teachers.

We received overall lower ratings under support for student and personal academic
growth. Parents were mostly aware of our graduation requirements, 3.9 rating. However
in terms of guidance and resources to prepare for post-high school plans we received
ratings in the 2.8-3.3 range.

There were three statements referring to resource management and development. The

average ranking was 3.3. These statements referred to resource distribution and decisions
about resource allocation. Many respondents marked unknown.
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Student responses in general mirrored the parent responses. The lowest rankings were
given to items relating to communication and student support systems.

Results San Leandro

The survey results for San Leandro were less favorable overall. However, due to the
small number of returned surveys we are reluctant to generalize the responses to the
overall program. We need to redouble our efforts to gather information from students and
parents enrolled in this part of our program. We were unable to repeat the survey in time
for submission with the WASC documentation. Rather than the surveys, we relied
heavily on feedback from the student leadership class at San Leandro and input from
participants on the focus groups.

Please see the appendix for detailed survey results.
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Chapter 2: Critical Needs and Expected
School-wide Learning Results

Part 1: Indications from the Data

During the fall of the 2005-2006 school year, teachers and administrators met to discuss
the student and community profile data with an eye to determining our critical academic
needs. We reviewed student work samples as well as held round table discussions
regarding student performance.

The group identified several areas of need which included academics, student support
services, and technology. We voted on a list of seven areas and agreed upon the
following critical academic needs.

1. Raise reading and writing competencies as measured by the STAR, CAHSEE,
and school-wide assessments by more closely aligning curriculum and instruction
to the California Content Standards and in particular emphasize the development
of writing across the curriculum with a goal of all students passing the CAHSEE
writing essay with a score of 3 or better.

2. Raise math competency as measure by STAR, CAHSEE, and school-wide
assessments by more closely aligning curriculum and instruction to the California
Content Standards with the goal of all students scoring in the Proficient range or
higher on the STAR.

3. Improve ELL students’ basic reading, writing, and math abilities as indicated by
their scores on the CELDT, STAR, CAHSEE, and other school-wide assessments.

Academic Need #1

Our API showed significant gains over the 2004-05 school-year. This gain was based on
measures relevant to our entire K-12 program. We do not have specific data on where
these gains occurred. While our high school program has many students who are
performing quite well, 66% of students scored Basic or below on the STAR ELA test
with 42% scoring Below Basic or below. Of 10™ graders tested, the average score in
Reading Comprehension was 46% and the average score in Writing Strategies was 43%.

In addition to test scores, a review of student work samples indicated that most students
exhibited low writing abilities. Even students who read and comprehend at grade level
demonstrated inadequate writing skills. Further, the parent surveys indicated that many
did not feed that they were adequately prepared to teach their student writing. The
combined data indicate that more emphasis needs to be placed on developing writing
curriculum, rubrics, and resources to support our students and parents in developing
writing competencies.

Academic Need #2
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Our STAR data indicates that 77% of the students who took the General Math test scored
Basic or below and 95% of the students who took the Algebra 1 exam scored Basic or
below. The 2004-05 CAHSEE results indicated that 53% of students passed the math
portion of the exam compared to 68% the year before. Based on these results it appears
that many of our students lack foundational math skills. For the 2005-06 school-year we
implemented a math placement test for all incoming students regardless of prior transcript
results. We hope this will better help us catch those students who need basic skills
intervention. ldentifying and developing curriculum and assessments to chart progress
will be an important part of increasing student aptitude and moving students toward
proficiency levels.

Academic Need #3

One of the main goals of our charter is to address the learning needs of EL students who
have previously been underserved. It is a primary mission of FAME to provide solid EL
instruction. Even though our charter was developed with specific emphasis on EL
students, a review of the data indicated that we still needed EL to be defined as a critical
academic need. By doing so we will ensure that we stay focused on developing this
portion of our program.

The data indicate that over half of the students who took the 2005 CAHSEE (10" and 11"
graders over the entire year) were EL or RFEP students. 72% of the English only
students passed the ELA exam while only 41% of the RFEP, and 31% of EL students
passed ELA. The scores for math were 65%, 32%, and 20% respectively. Data for the
STAR exam are similar. In addition, on the 10" grade CAHSEE census test, the non-
pass rate for EL students was 66% compared to 47% for English only. The data indicates
a large disparity between the English only and EL student scores. Specific directed
intervention is needed in order to bring competencies on par with the English only
students.

Part 2: Expected School Wide Learning Results

After completion of the second WASC committee chair training in the spring of 2005, the
leadership committee set about working with the school staff to develop our Expected
School Wide Learning Results. We held several staff meetings focused on creating our
ESLRs. Working in small groups, preliminary ESLRs were developed. These were
synthesized into a set of proposed ESLRs that were then voted upon by the entire
teaching and administrative staff. This past semester we have been involved in seeking
feedback from parents and students on the ESLRs. A form was mailed to them along
with our parent/student survey asking for their comments on the ESLRs and whether or
not they agreed to their content. All those responding to the survey were in favor of the
ESLRs. In addition, second semester enrollment papers will include a copy of the ESLRs
and teachers will be discussing them with families and seeking additional feedback.
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Our ESLRs are as follows:

FAME Charter School, in collaboration with school stakeholders, will prepare its
students to become:

Self-directed learners who:

(0}

o

o

Create and use an educational plan to set personal and academic goals
based
on individual strengths, interests, and learning styles.

Use self-evaluation, adult, and peer feedback to assess and improve
progress
towards goals.

Exhibit effective study and work habits that include, but are not limited to,
regular attendance, time management skills, and on-time assignments.

Demonstrate self respect by developing a strong work ethic towards
personal

and academic goals and an understanding of the value of learning for self
improvement.

Discover, develop, and pursue individual passions.

Community members who:

(0]

Understand the democratic process and role of citizenship.

Demonstrate knowledge of human diversity and an understanding for the
breadth of individual difference.

Exhibit respect and tolerance in daily interactions, both verbal and
nonverbal, towards peers, adults, and the community at large.

Demonstrate social learning by engaging in cooperative activities such as
team-
work, task sharing, and collaborative projects.

Exhibit social, moral, and behavioral maturity by taking responsibility for
their
decisions and actions.
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Complex thinkers and problem solvers who:

(0]

(0]

(0]

(0]

Analyze and apply new information to everyday situations.
Develop critical and meaningful questions and search for answers.
Use technology to conduct research, develop reports, and presentations.

Connect ideas across the curriculum to accomplish meaningful tasks

Academic achievers who:

o
0}

o
o

Demonstrate high expectations for their scholarly and personal
accomplishment.

Meet or exceed the learning objectives of the California State
subject area content standards.

Effective Communicators who:

(0]

(0]

(0]

Write and speak with confidence and clarity to a diverse audience.
Communicate needs in a responsible and respectful manner.

Listen and read attentively and actively to understand the messages of
others.

Our critical academic needs center around three specific ESLRS:
» Academic Achievers
» Effective Communicators
» Self Directed Learners.

In addition to the ESLRs, FAME policy requires that all students participate in state
mandated testing programs and work towards mastering California State content
requirements. Student learning records identify standards targeted and met during
specific learning periods. While emphasis is placed on meeting the state content
objectives and meeting state goals for test achievement, this takes place within the overall
framework of the student’s personalized learning plan. Not all students will progress at
the same rate and our program specifically allows for individual differences in learning.
In addition to performance on state objectives, students are assessed on the following:

= Monthly review of work portfolio

= Parent facilitator and IST observation

= FAME adopted norm and criterion referenced tests
= Student demonstrations

= Student grades
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Chapter 3: School Progress Report

On October 7, 2003 after the initial visit, the WASC committee made the following
recommendations:

1. That the school explore ways to increase direct support to parents and to thus
actualize an expectation that parents become strong partners in instructional delivery.

Since the inception of BASIS Charter School, our home-based parents have
expressed the desire for a location for a school library and small classrooms. After much
exploration for an appropriate site, we opened the Dublin Resource Center in September
2005. The Dublin Resource Center has become the hub of activity for our home-based
program. All educational materials not currently in use by students are housed in our
resource library and are available for checkout by teachers and parents. We have several
rooms available for meetings between students, parents and teachers. In addition we hold
staff meetings, SST and IEP meetings, workshops and special events, administer final
exams and school and State mandated tests at this site. Further, parents have access to
the school library materials and to program administrators who have offices at the Dublin
Resour